
Litchfield’s 300th Anniversary Executive Committee  
Minutes 

January 21, 2019 
 

A regular meeting of Litchfield’s 300th Anniversary Executive Committee was held on Monday, January 19, 
2019 in the office of the First Selectman.  Members Cleve Fuessenich, Peter Vermillyea, Lisa Losee, Gerry 
Perusse and Alternate member Art Coffill were present.  Absent were Rosemarie Greco and Jon Torrant.  
Also present were Wendy Costa and Kerry McDevitt.  Peter, as acting Chairman, called the meeting to 
order at 5:04 and appointed Art as a regular member. 
 
Lisa moved to approve the minutes of November 19, 2019, seconded by Peter. All voted in favor and the 
motion carried.  Cleve moved to approve the minutes of December 17, 2019, seconded by Gerry.  All voted 
in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Wendy Costa and Kerry McDevitt had presented digitally to all committee members the final collaborated 
logo design as directed at the previous meeting.  Cleve motioned to adopt said design as the official Logo 
of Litchfield’s 300th Anniversary, seconded by Gerry.  It was unanimously voted in favor of and the Logo 
design was adopted.  The artists have donated their time and talent to this project and the committee 
greatly appreciates their generosity.  A copy of the artwork is attached to these minutes. 
 
Now that the official logo has been approved, Cleve will move on having an anniversary flag produced to 
be flown in the center park beneath the American Flag.  He has already been before the Litchfield Borough 
and was granted approval to do so. The flag will be white with royal blue printing as voted on and approved 
at the December meeting.  Cleve said the flag would only take a few weeks to produce.  It was discussed 
whether the flag should be raised as soon as produced or as part of a possible ceremony on the official 
date of Sunday, May 19, 2019.  Confirmation will need to be made whether or not Father Tucker will lead 
an ecumenical service on the Green that morning and perhaps a noon flag raising ceremony could then 
be held.  Cleve mentioned, and all agreed, that an invite to the First Selectman, our state representatives, 
and perhaps the Governor would be in order.  No motions were made.  The idea was tabled to a future 
meeting.  Further discussion on uses of the logo were discussed.  Cleve presented an example of a 
Litchfield coffee mug and the idea of etching the logo on stemware.  He will speak with Nancy McMillan-
Stedronsky, as she has etched stemware in her store that was crafted by someone in Northfield.  Lisa 
remembered that the idea of pre-selling various merchandise prior to our ordering mugs, t-shirts, 
ornaments etc. had been discussed at a prior meeting due to the fact that we have no spending budget. 
Cleve suggested possible donors for merchandising. 
 
Gerry contacted two fireworks companies for information, Zambelli Fireworks and Pyrotech.  He reported 
that permission was granted to use the Plum Hill Playing Fields as a location.  The Fire Marshall will need 
to give his approval as well. He will speak with them both about more details on pricing and what, perhaps, 
$5,000 would buy.  We would then need to reach out for funding either thru sponsorship or donations.  A 
possible date of July 20, 2019 was discussed that will tie in with the Annual Gala at the Community Center.  
An idea of some sort of parade was again brought up.  Too late for out-of-town bands etc. as they get 
booked up well in advance but perhaps not too late for local participation.   
Civic Lift:  Lisa spoke with Evan Dobos.  A Litchfield page is available on Civic Lift for events to begin to be 
up-loaded to and he has created a 300th Anniversary page that specific events would be added to 
automatically. At that point a link to the town website could be made.  Looking through past minutes and 
emails, Lisa has very little confirmed event information.  There has been no respond from press releases 



requesting that groups contact the committee with their event dates and Lisa has a list of possible events 
that may occur with no confirmed information behind them.  Peter will speak with Cathy about Historical 
Society events.  Lisa will reach out to the public again thru a press release and will create an account and 
begin adding dates to the calendar as received. 
 
Cleve has spoken to Alice Ridgeway regarding a Proclamation from the Governor’s office and how we 
should go about preparing one to be presented for the Governor to sign.  The process could take several 
months and needs to be initiated quickly.  The Governor’s office does not prepare documents, rather 
processes them for the Governor to sign.  Cleve has written up a wonderful Proclamation.  Peter made 
motion to accept this Proclamation as written and present it to the First Selectman, as it should officially 
go through that office, seconded by Art. Perhaps Senator Craig Miner or State Representative David 
Wilson would be contacted to help expedite this process.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.  Lisa 
will present it to the First Selectman.  A copy of the Proclamation is attached to these minutes. 
 
Cleve presented a list of events that he is aware of and Lisa will put them on calendar.  Peter will speak 
with Cathy about Historical Society events specific to the 300th Anniversary.  Those he mentioned were an 
Art Exhibit in May, Scavenger Hunt and family party on June 1st, and van and bus tours featuring early 
Litchfield History.  Cleve would like to see the town’s Sports Heritage honored in some way. The Historical 
Society recently had an exhibit on local sport history.  Peter will ask if they would be interested in 
preparing a small exhibit at the country club on the day of an old-time golf tournament being planned by 
the Park and Rec Department for some time in October.  He will also reach out to Tri-Town Little League 
about sponsoring a vintage Baseball game. 
 
Gerry reported that the Litchfield Borough has received Seherr-Thoss funding for new sidewalks on the 
Greens and is hoping to have them completed before Memorial Day. Cleve has spoken with the Litchfield 
Distillery who may be preparing a special 300th ‘batch’ that may be bottled with our logo design and has 
also spoken with a local brewery to do the same.  Lisa inquired about how much control the Executive 
Committee should have over the logo design.  Should permission be necessary from the committee for a 
group to use the logo for merchandising, advertising, etc.  Should it be copyrighted?  If the committee 
decides to market coffee mugs, for example, as a fundraiser for fireworks, it would not be beneficial for 
another group or merchant to do the same for their own benefit.  Lisa will reach out to the Town Attorney 
for advice.  Peter will follow up on a sports exhibit and vintage baseball game, Gerry will follow up on 
possible fireworks, Cleve will price etching and order a flag, Lisa will pass on the Proclamation to Leo and 
get advice on the logo artwork. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, Lisa motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Art.  The 
meeting was called at 6:02 p.m. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
 
Lisa A. Losee 


