
LITCHFIELD’S 300TH ANNIVERSARY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

December 17, 2018 
 

A regular meeting of Litchfield’s 300th Anniversary Executive Committee was held on Monday, December 
17, 2018 in the office of the First Selectman.  Co-Chairman, Jon Torrant, called the meeting to order at 
5:00 p.m.  Present were committee members Cleve Fuessenich, Peter Vermillyea, Rosemary Greco, and 
Gerry Perusse. Also present were Art Coffill, Wendy Costa and Kerry McDevitt. 
 
Approval of Minutes of the November 19, 2018 meeting were tabled. 
 
Previously emailed to committee members were digital Logo possibilities from Wendy Costa, featuring 
the Congregational Church. Kerry McDevitt presented Logo possibilities featuring primarily the 
Congregational Church Steeple.  Discussion ensued.  The suggestion was made that Wendy and Kerry 
collaborate to create the final logo design, using the traditional font style, upper and lower case, from 
Wendy together with the Steeple image from Kerry. 
  
Cleve addressed adding the element of color and discussion ensued over what two colors would be chosen 
to help interested organizations promote a unified theme.  Burgundy and yellow were considered 
however the consensus was to use the school colors of Royal Blue and White.  Wendy offered that the 
benefits of using one color is that printing would be made easier with high contrast and less expense.  
 
Cleve said that there is a group that is interested in purchasing a 300th Anniversary banner to be flown on 
the center green under the American flag.  It can be made as soon as a logo design is finalized.  Jon offered 
that the colors of Blue and White on the banner will work out well there. 
 
It was decided that Wendy and Kerry will scan and email to the committee members the final combined 
design of the logo so that members can approve digital image via email. 
 
Motion was made by Peter to adopt the logo design as discussed on the basis of Kerry’s and Wendy’s 
emailed submission in combination as a logo, seconded by Cleve.  All voted in favor and the motion 
carried. 
 
Jon announced that Denise Butwill has resigned from the committee due to other commitments.  
Rosemarie Greco will resign as an alternate member to be appointed by the Board of Selectmen as a 
regular member.  Her alternate position will be available. 
 
Denise had previously done some leg work pertaining to the possibility of having fireworks.  Jon reported 
that White Memorial said ‘no’ to providing a location.  Jon will look into being able to have fireworks at 
the Plum Hill Fields or the Bantam Community Field.  The town had held fireworks at the High School in 
the past so he is hoping the Plum Hill Field board of directors would be receptive to the idea.  They meet 
in January.  Will still need funding to make this happen but need location before fundraising can occur.  
LABA may be able to make a small donation.  The estimated cost is five to ten thousand dollars.  Denise 
had spoken with a fireworks company and we will need to get contact information from her.  No date has 
been set but sometime in July was discussed. 
  



Rosemarie had a question pertaining to data entry and when it will be possible to begin compiling lists of 
events as many people are asking about that. Jon has spoken to Liz Callahan who is going to work with 
Evan Dobos to link Civic Lift to the town website.   
 
Peter gave an up-date on two scavenger hunts that are in the works.  Cathy Fields and Kate Zullo are 
creating a one day scavenger hunt that will end in a festive party at the Tapping Reeve House gardens.  
Peter has ten sites being reviewed by Cathy and Kate that will be part of a family scavenger hunt that can 
take place throughout the summer, one that families can do together at their leisure.  Each site is within 
a half a mile of the Green and all are accessible by sidewalks.  The possibility of involving the local banks 
was discussed.  Jon suggested Litchfield Bancorp as the main sponsor as they are the only bank with their 
main branch in town.  To include all banks in town it was suggested that the site lists could be picked up 
at any of the local banks and families could submit the completed list back to any bank for a small prize, 
the choice of the individual bank e.g. a small medallion from Woodbury Pewter with 300th logo on one 
side and bank logo on the other.  Names of those who completed the scavenger hunt could then be put 
into a drawing for a larger prize to be sponsored by Litchfield Bancorp.   
 
Jon reported that Father Tucker has met with other town ministers and is researching old sermons.  The 
thought is to hold a series of Lenten ecumenical events, one of which would be held on May 19th, in honor 
of the 300th Anniversary, which is a Sunday.  Cleve reported that on Sunday, Sept. 8th the Litchfield Patriots 
are planning to organize an ecumenical service on the East Green, at the site where the original 
Congregational Church stood.  It will be part of their re-enactment weekend. 
 
Rosemary reported that she has reached out to many groups such as the Ecology Trail, White Memorial, 
the Winery, Lee’s Riding Stable, who are all planning events, and she will continue reaching out.  She 
questioned whether the services planned will be ecumenical or interfaith services. Jon said he is leaving 
that up to Father Tucker. 
 
Peter mentioned that on Jan. 27 at the Historical Society Museum there will be a lecture by Walt 
Woodward on the Connecticut Constitution of 1818. 
 
Jon presented the 2019 meeting schedule for approval. Meetings will continue to be held on the third 
Monday of each month at 5:00.  Peter pointed out that President’s day and Martin Luther King Day may 
mean that special meetings will have to be held.  Peter motioned to adopt the meeting schedule, 
seconded by Gerry.  All voted in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Jon announced that, upon her resignation as an alternate member, Rosemarie will be in the next Board 
of Selectmen’s agenda to be appointed as regular member.  Art Coffill should call the Selectman’s office 
to be put on the agenda to be appointed as an alternate member. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, Peter motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by 
Rosemarie.  All voted in favor and Jon called the meeting at 6:03 p.m. 
 
Respectfully transcribed and submitted, 
 
 
Lisa A. Losee 
 


