
LITCHFIELD’S 300TH ANNIVERSARY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

October 29, 2018 
 

A Special Meeting of Litchfield’s 300th Anniversary Executive Committee was held on Monday, October 
29, 2018 in the office of the First Selectman. Co-Chairman, Jon Torrant, called the meeting to order at 5:00 
p.m. Present were committee members Rosemary Greco, Denise Butwill, Peter Vermilyea and Lisa Losee.  
Also present were Bob Klug, Litchfield-Morris Rotary, and Ken Buckbee, Kerry McDevitt and Wendy Costa, 
all by invitation. 
 
Denise made motion to approve the minutes of September 17, 2018, seconded by Rosemary. All voted 
aye with one abstention and the motion passed. 
 
The date of May 19, 2019 will be the official kick-off date. Jon reiterated that it is not up to this committee 
to organize events but to encourage all that are being planned by various groups and organizations in 
town. 
 
Jon introduced Ken Buckbee of the SAR and Bob Klug of Rotary. He also introduced Kerry McDevitt and 
Wendy Costa who are being asked to design a logo.  Considering the production of either a coin or an 
ornament the committee is looking for a round logo and decided on working with the idea of a stage coach 
wagon wheel.  Perhaps the spokes could feature various events in later advertising.  Denise motioned to 
move forward with this idea, seconded by Lisa, all were in favor. Jon said he would like to see variations 
on the theme. The committee would like to see black and white submissions at the Nov. 19th meeting. 
Rosemary asked if the artists could email sketches to the committee in advance if possible. She also 
suggested the idea of ‘300’ representing stagecoach wheels. 
 
May 19, 2018 is a Sunday and Jon reported that there may be an Ecumenical church service that evening. 
Father Tucker is working on that. 
 
Peter met with Cathy Fields and Kate Zullo of the Historical Society and are working with them on a 
scavenger hunt based on one from Colonial Williamsburg.  The one day event for adults will include 
approximately seven historical sites with a puzzle/clue at each that will take participants to the next 
location and eventually to a party held at the Tapping Reeve Law School Meadow.  There will also be one 
over the summer for children.  Details are still in the works. 
 
Jon reaffirmed that this committee has no funding for a single event. Many people have spoken with 
Rosemary about possible fireworks and suggested that perhaps LABA might be interested in funding them.  
Discussion led to many ideas e.g. a collection of old recipes, a printed flyer with some history and listing 
of events, a written history on civic list website with icon on the town website leading to it etc. There was 
concern about the responsibility of maintaining printed lists of events such as leaving out organizations in 
error or because the committee was not notified of an event by them, and of the cost of printing and how 
it would be paid for.  It was agree that a website would be important to organize events, that the link icon 
on the town website be the logo, and that the website contain an order sheet for the official 
ornament/coin so the committee would know in advance the amount to be ordered. 
 
Ken Buckbee helped to organize the City of Torrington’s 250th Anniversary.  He reminded the committee 
to keep things simple. He suggested signage at all town lines with donors to sponsor them, stating the 
May 19th date, to look for events thought the year, and the website address; and that flyers or small 



printed cards go along way and can be done inexpensively.  Branding must start asap. He recommended 
that each event be video tapped and archived. Need to get busy now to get info out there such as 
contacting Connecticut Tourism, Joe Montebello at Litchfield Magazine etc. Denise will continue to do 
press releases. 
 
Cleve Fuessenich arrived at 5:50 p.m. 
 
Rosemary informed the committee that Lee’s Riding Stable will be holding event on June 2, 2019, East 
Litchfield Village Society a special hike in October, Wisdom House will feature Litchfield Artists hosted by 
Ella Crampton, Jim Katzin will present on Historic Clocks in January.  Rosemary will contact Friends of 
Topsmead to inquire about the Edith Chase Ecology Trail. 
 
Evan Dobos should be calling Lisa to manage Civic Lift website. 
 
Denise motioned to adjourn, seconded by Peter and the meeting was called at 6:00 pm. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
Lisa A. Losee 
 
 


