
Minutes of the Town of Litchfield’s 300th Anniversary Committee, September 17th, 2018 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:08 pm. Present were: Jonathan Torrant, Sister Rosemary 

Greco, Peter Vermilyea, Gerald Perusse, Denise Butwill, and Cleve Fussenich. 

 

The minutes from the previous meeting were approved. 

 

Evan Dobos of CivicLift gave a presentation on the websites he is developing for the 21 towns 

of the Northwest Council of Governments, and how it might be useful for the 300th anniversary 

celebration. The purpose of the website is to help towns with their community engagement 

efforts. It is free to submit content and the website produces a robust stream of information. 

Because the town of Litchfield is getting the website, the committee could use it to communicate 

events, place and businesses to the town and the region. There would be no cost to the 

committee. 

 

Update on assignments: 

- Mrs. Butwill contacted the Oliver Wolcott Library, which has already applied for funding 

for a One Town, One Read program with Uncle Tom’s Cabin. They are waiting to see if 

they get funding. 

- Mrs. Butwill spoke with the fire marshal and a pyrotechnics company about possible 

fireworks. The fire marshal said that they could be done and that there are locations in 

town that are feasible He is happy to work with the committee to choose a site. 

Woodbury spends approximately $5,000 on their fireworks. The committee discussed 

whether insurance, liability, etc. would be under the town’s policies. Mr. Torrant will 

investigate that matter. Mr. Torrant will also speak with Leo Paul about whether money 

will be available or if the committee will need to fund raise. Mr. Perusse will contact a 

company about a drone show. 

- Mr. Vermilyea said that he and Cathy Fields will be meeting to discuss the specifics of 

the Scavenger Hunt. Mrs. Butwill proposed also having a game show about Litchfield. 

- Mr. Fussenich reported that six organizations (Greenway, White Memorial, Topsmead, 

Livingston Ripley, the Litchfield Land Trust, and the Audubon Society) will be working 

together on a series of events, tentatively on Fridays at the Community Center. 

- Mr. Fussenich also reported that Beth Murphy is looking to promote and commemorate 

Litchfield artists on the last weekend in June at the Connecticut Junior Republic. 

- Mr. Fussenich also reported that the Litchfield Patriots are holding an event on the 

Green on September 6,7, and 8. This will be a Revolutionary War encampment. Mr. 

Fussenich is the contact person. 

- Mrs. Butwill offered to send a press release about the committee and its purposes to 

local media. 

 

The question was asked, what do we need to have in place on January 1st? The committee 

decided that a logo, an operating website, and a scavenger hunt should be in place by that date. 

Mr. Fussenich also suggested that churches in town might work together to hold a series of 

events in January and February. Mr. Torrant will speak to Father Tucker about this. 



 

Sister Rosemary suggested an events on Spirits of Litchfield County, focusing on the history of 

distilleries and vineyards, perhaps to correspond with Halloween. 

 

The next meeting will be Monday, October 15th at 5 pm in the town hall. Mr. Vermilyea will be 

unable to attend. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:25pm.  

 

 


