
Minutes of Litchfield’s 300th Anniversary Committee meeting, July 16, 2018 

 

Jon Torrant called the meeting to order at 5:07 pm. Present were: Jon Torrant, Cleve 

Fussenich, Gerry Perusse, Peter Vermilyea, Cathy Fields, and Rosemary Greco. 

 

Mr. Torrant welcomed Rosemary Greco as a potential new committee member. He also 

announced that the Board of Selectmen would be voting to confirm Denise Butwill as a member 

of the committee tomorrow night. 

 

Mr. Vermilyea made a motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Mr. Perusse seconded 

the motion. The motion was approved. 

 

Alice Ridgeway was introduced as a member of the public, attending the meeting because she 

is interested in the work of the committee. 

 

Mr. Vermilyea gave an update on the proposed oral history project. He spoke with Jennifer 

Parsons of WZBG who has expressed interest in the project if we can make sure that it will be 

of interest to listeners outside of the town of Litchfield. He will meet with Emily McAdam of 

Litchfield High School on Friday to discuss student participation in the project. Mrs. Field’s noted 

that the Litchfield Historical Society has oral histories that were conducted in the 1970s and 80s, 

as well as those conducted for specific projects. 

 

Mr. Vermilyea gave an update on the scavenger hunt. The idea is to use old photographs from 

the Historical Society collections to do a “Then and Now” scavenger hunt in which participants 

would find the locations featured in old photographs and take their picture at them now. This 

could run beginning on the actual anniversary of Litchfield’s settlement through Labor Day. 

 

Sister Rosemary suggested Eileen Schmidt as a representative from the East Litchfield Village 

Improvement Society. The committee thought Ms. Schmidt would be a good representative and 

that someone could reach out to her in the future when her schedule might allow participation. 

 

Mr. Torrant reported that website designer Evan Dobos gave a presentation to the Main Street 

Initiative meeting that was extremely informative. His websites would allow our events to be 

added to master calendars, to have a 300th anniversary icon that would bring visitors to a 

dedicated page, and that could work with the local Council of Governments. Mr. Torrant is 

hoping to get him to come to our next meeting. 

 

Mr. Torrant announced that Mrs. Brickley will give an update on confirmed events at the next 

meeting. 

 

Possible events for next year were discussed. These included: 

- A May 19th kickoff event 

- A tie in to the January 1st Possum Queen event and the Milton Road Race 

- A program to honor Revolutionary War veterans on the 2nd weekend in September 



- A scavenger hunt 

- Community conversations, including one about the future of the town, to be held at the 

historical society 

- A preview of events at the November 2018 holiday stroll and Festival of Trees 

- An event held jointly by Livingston Ripley, White Memorial and Topsmead 

- An “event passport” or app that could record which events people attended 

- A tour of 1719 Litchfield to be run by the Historical Society. 

- A tie in with the Litchfield Hills Road Race t-shirt 

- A community-wide reading event run by the Oliver Wolcott Library. Mrs. Fields noted that 

grant money is available for such an event through the Connecticut Humanities Council. 

- Fireworks were discussed, as was a possible drone lighting event. 

- The Litchfield Education Foundation is hosting a bonfire this September, which if 

successful could be held again during the anniversary year. 

- A reprise of the concert featuring Paul Winter’s piece composed for the 300th 

anniversary 

 

The idea of a logo was discussed, possibly with the Connecticut Sycamore on it. This would 

require a graphic designer. 

 

Mr. Fussenich presented a list of ideas that students could do at school, which Mr. Vermilyea 

will distribute. 

 

Ms. Ridgeway said that she is interested in helping students with a cemetery project and noted 

that November 2019 is the Mary Floyd Tallmadge chapter of the Daughters of the American 

Revolution’s 120th anniversary and they will be placing a marker at the grave of Elizabeth 

Bareny Buell. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Peter Vermilyea 

July 17, 2018 


