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Litchfield Board of Finance 

Special Meeting Minutes (DRAFT) 

March 18, 2019 

 
Chairman Burgess called the meeting to order in the Bantam Borough Hall at 5:30 p.m.  with Erich 

Marriott, Richard Quay, Sky Post, James Stedronsky and Ed Gadomski present.  

Absent: Richard Furniss (Alt.) and Rose Blondin (Alt.)  

 

 

 

Board Member Requests 

Chairman Burgess said there was a tabled motion at the last BOF meeting held on March 11.  He 

distributed 2018 data compiled by the Council of Governments for comparisons of First 

Selectman/Mayor/Town Manager salaries.  There was discussion about the proposed raise in the 

Litchfield First Selectman salary.  Chairman Burgess asked James Stedronsky if he wanted to continue 

with his motion to increase the First Selectman’s salary to $95,000 and he said yes.  There was no 

second and the motion was withdrawn.  James Stedronsky noted that the town of Winchester hired a 

town manager at an annual salary of $125,000 who has greatly improved the town’s finances.  Chairman 

Burgess said he will bring this subject to the BOS for their consideration. 

 

Certify BOF Approval of Town Budget 

 

Motion:  Richard Quay moved to certify approval of the town budget of $8,297,284.  Sky Post seconded 

the motion. All voted aye and the motion carried.  

 

Merit and Municipal Pension Plan Update 

It was noted that Erich Marriot is the representative for the BOF on the Pension Committee. Treasurer 

Francis Carpentier discussed the plan update, noting this will be presented for BOS review, then sent to 

a town meeting.  Town Counsel Michael Rybak said he has reviewed the plan and expects the BOF will 

review it also. 

 

Motion: Sky Post moved to have the BOF endorse the Merit and Municipal Pension Plan Update to be 

sent to the BOS.  Richard Quay seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.  

 

 

Board of Education 2019-20 Budget Review 

It was noted there are two changes to the BOE 2019-20 budget: a change in health insurance and one for 

musical instruments.  Superintendent Sherri Turner distributed copies of the new proposed budget of 

$19,757,000 which represents a 3.87% increase.  

 

Chairman Burgess noted that the BOF was surprised that the BOE decided to change their insurance 

carrier. He met with Leo Paul, Amaechi Obi and BOE members, requesting that sufficient research be 

done by all parties.  He distributed copies of a medical self-insurance allocation and contributions report, 

noting that the BOE was under-funding by $4,000 and the town over-funded, evidently to build up a 

reserve.  
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There was discussion with Director of Business Operations David Fiorillo, Superintendent Sherri Turner 

and school board chairman Gayle Carr about the BOE decision to opt out of the town’s self-insurance 

pool for a health insurance package with ConnectiCare at a yearly savings of $250,000. 

 

Town Counsel Michael Rybak said this insurance change would require legislative approval at a town 

meeting and BOF approval as well since this impacts insurance costs for the town. There was discussion 

about whether the BOF can remove this line item from the BOE budget and place it in the BOF budget 

for fiduciary responsibility.  

 

  

Chairman Burgess said the BOF is not planning to approve the BOE budget tonight and there will be a 

special BOF meeting on March 25 to be held at 5: 30pm in the Bantam Borough Hall.   The budget 

would then go to a town hearing with a BOF meeting immediately after the hearing, followed by a town 

meeting. 

 

Adjournment   

Motion:  Sky Post moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:16 p.m.  Erich Marriott seconded the motion.  All 

voted aye and the motion carried.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Jo Ann Jaacks 

Recording Secretary 


