
MEETING MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING OF THE LITCHFIELD BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2026~ 5:30 P.M.

IN-PERSON AT BANTAM ANNEX, 80 DOYLE RD, BANTAM, CT AND

REMOTТЕ МЕЕТTING BY LIVE INTERNET VIDEO STREAM AND TELEPHONE

Call to Order First Selectman Denise Raap called the hybrid meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. Selectmen
present were John Bongiorno, Jodiann Tenney, Jeff Zullo and First Selectman Denise Raap. Selectmen
Dan Morosani arrived at 5:33 p.m.

Approval of Minutes:

a) Board of Selectmen, regular meeting minutes, 03/24/2026 Motion: J. Zullo motioned to

approve the 03/24/2026 regular meeting minutes. J. Bongiorno seconded the motion, all voted aye

and the motion passed.

Public Requests/Comments none

Selectmen's Requests Motion: J. Zullo motioned to move agenda item, Bantam Lake "Take the Pledge"

Initiative, to after the First Selectman's update. J. Bongiorno seconded the motion, all voted aye and the

motion passed.

First Selectman's Update Report D. Raap noted that she will be going to the State Capitol tomorrow to

participate in a press conference regarding Senate Bill 388, which pertains to the Mashantucket Pequot
and Mohegan Fund. She will also be working with the Town's State Representative and Senator on Senate

Bill 2, which proposes that 50% of the additional 1% sales tax collected from restaurants be returned to

the towns where the revenue is generated. D. Morosani arrived at the meeting at 5:33 p.m. D. Raaр

expressed her appreciation for Planning & Zoning Chairman Carol Bramley for stepping in as Interim
Zoning Enforcement Officer and Land Use Official, as well as for Administrative Assistant April

Blasavage for her support in the Land Use Office. She also noted that Aquarion Water is selling rain
barrels for pickup at Town Hall in May, with ordering available through Aquarion's website. Additionally,

she mentioned that there is a Sustainable Litchfield post-survey available on the Town website and social

media regarding communications and how residents receive information.

Bantam Lake "Take the Pledge" Initiative D. Raap introduced Connie Trolle and Emily Lupinacci

from the Bantam Lake Protective Association to speak on this agenda item. C. Trolle noted that Coalition

Funds were recently used to assess invasive weeds and conduct treatments. She further explained that E.
Lupinacci and Dean Birdsall formed the Bantam Watershed Coalition, which includes the Litchfield Land

Trust, Rivers Alliance of Connecticut, Housatonic Valley Association, White Memorial Foundation, and
Northwest Conservation District. E. Lupinacci stated the coalition is now addressing approximately 20

best management practices identified by DEEP to improve the watershed and reduce phosphorus loading.

She also mentioned structural erosion projects and outreach to golf courses and landowners who use

fertilizers. C. Trolle emphasized that properly treating the lake begins with treating the watershed. E.
Lupinacci encouraged residents to take the pledge, an email-based initiative that provides helpful
information on actions individuals can take; the pledge is available on Bantam Lake's website under "Get

Involved." J. Zullo recommended that the Town take the pledge and ensure that its policies and

departments align with it. He will bring the matter to the Sustainable Litchfield Commission and develoр

an analysis for the BOS. D. Morosani inquired about the current status of regulating high displacement

boats. C. Trolle responded that due to significant opposition, the original plan was recommended for
defeat, but it has since been rewritten and will be brought to a Town Meeting or Referendum in Morris

before proceeding to Litchfield. D. Morosani also expressed concern about asking local farmers to reduce










