
REGULAR MEETING OF THE LITCHFIELD BOARD OF SELECTMEN
TUESDAY, MAY 18, 2021   ~   5:30 P.M.

IN-PERSON AT NORTHFIELD FIREHOUSE, 12 KNIFE SHOP RD AND
REMOTE MEETING BY LIVE INTERNET VIDEO STREAM AND TELEPHONE

Call to Order: First Selectman Denise Raap called the live and remote meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
with all Selectmen present: Jeffrey Zullo, Jodiann Tenney, Thomas Waterhouse and Jonathan Torrant. D.
Raap hosted Zoom. Others present were Town Attorneys Michael Rybak and Michael Rybak, Jr., WPCA
Chairman David R. Wilson, and Kate Honan.

Approval of Minutes: Motion: J. Torrant moved and T. Waterhouse seconded a motion to approve the
regular 5/4/21 meeting minutes. J. Tenney pointed out a typo under the crosswalk item, changing “while”
to “white.” All voted to approve the minutes with the change, and the motion carried.

Public Requests/Comments: None

Selectmen’s Requests: J. Torrant asked when we could stop wearing masks, and D. Raap said,
“Tomorrow!” All laughed and were very glad.

First Selectman’s Update Report: D. Raap attended a roundtable discussion with Gov. Lamont
regarding broadband. The Governor emphasized allocating Federal and State money to the attention of
broadband in the northwest corner. He will work with Kim Maxwell at Northwest Connect on this. D.
Raap then asked if any other selectmen would be marching in the Memorial Day Parade in Bantam on
May 30th. Going forward, she would like to open the Town buildings on June 1st, if not sooner.

Interviews, Appointments & Reappointments
a) Interview Danielle Restivo for Milton Historic District Commission, term 1/2023: Ms Restivo was
present and said she is an architect from New York City. She is interested in preservation and loved
Litchfield, so they moved to Bantam. She felt it was important to preserve the character of the town.
Motion: J. Zullo moved to appoint Danielle Restivo as above, with term ending 1/2023. J. Torrant
seconded, all voted in favor, and the motion passed.

b) Interview Mike Lorusso for Inland Wetlands Commission, alternate, term 6/2022 (remote by
Zoom): Mr. Lorusso said he has lived here for about five years. He has been a principal in Waterbury for
25 years, retired, and is working as Director of Transportation for Ed Advance. He lives near the Bantam
River and would like to help keep our environment healthy. Motion: J. Zullo moved to appoint Mr.
Lorusso as above, with term ending 6/2022. J. Torrant seconded, all voted in favor and the motion carried.

c) Interview Shawn Mullen for SMART Task Force, alternate, term 2/2024: Mr. Mullen said he
currently teaches Biology and Greenery at Newtown High School. He is interested in composting and has
taught that as well. He would love to be part of the SMART Task Force. J. Zullo stressed the importance
of reducing our tipping fees, which are over $600,000 next year. With the MIRA trash to energy plant
going offline in Hartford, we are facing massive increases in cost. Motion: J. Zullo moved to appoint
Shawn Mullen as above, with term ending 2/2024. T. Waterhouse seconded, all voted aye and the motion
carried.

Liaison Reports/Commission-Committee Minutes: 5/10/21 Board of Finance; 4/8/21 Board of Ed

Sustainable Litchfield Update: J. Zullo said there are no direct updates, although they should have the
logo ready to present to the Selectmen at the next meeting.
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WPCA Liaison Update - Tom Waterhouse: Mr. Waterhouse said the intervenor letter will be discussed
by the First Selectman. The engineering firm chosen by the WPCA is Woodard & Curran. The WPCA
will meet with them and pose questions on the facility upgrade. Raz Alexe said he and others have dealt
with this firm in the past. The WPCA does have a scope of work. The next step is to negotiate with this
firm. If they do not find that the intent of the scope and overall project will be met, they will approach the
next firm in line and negotiate with them. The QBS (quality based selection) process must be followed
and takes time. J. Zullo asked to have copies of the scope sent to the Selectmen.

Vacancies: The list of current appointed vacancies with term expirations is as follows:

Beautification Commission: 1 regular member; 2 alternate members 2/2022
Cable TV Advisory Council: 1 BOE members 6/2021
Conservation Commission: 2 alternate members 12/2021
Litchfield Prevention Council: 2 reg. members 6/21, 6/23; 4 alt. members: 2-6/22, 2-6/23
Milton Historic District Commission: 3 alternates; 2-1/2024, 1-1/2022
Northwestern CT Transit District: 1 member 5/2022
Pension Commission: 1 regular member 2/23; 1 alternate member 3/2022
Social Services Board: one regular member 2/2022
Traffic Safety Community Action Group: 2 alt. members 1/2023
Veteran’s Advisory Committee: 1 alternate member 8/2021
Western CT Coalition, CAC #22 (formerly NW Regional Mental Health Board): 1 member 5/2021
Zoning Board of Appeals: 1 alternate member 3/2025

Tax Refunds: Motion: J. Torrant moved to approve the 4 tax refunds as submitted by the Tax Collector
in the amount of $7,381.28. T. Waterhouse seconded, all voted aye and the motion carried.

Old Business
a) Hawkers & Peddlers Ordinance Update: D. Raap said this change provides for an emergency
suspension of the permit if we ever need that to happen again in the future. The discussion on food trucks
will take place with another ordinance change later. Mike Rybak, Jr. said that there is no provision for
food trucks in the Hawkers & Peddlers Ordinance as it stands, but the ordinance could be amended or
there could be a separate, free-standing ordinance. Surveying other towns around Litchfield for how they
handle food trucks is a good idea. This amendment before us accounts for a state or local emergency that
would cause us to suspend the Hawkers & Peddlers ordinance. The food truck is a different discussion.
Motion: J. Zullo moved to adopt the Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the Town of
Litchfield, Chapter 8, “Licenses and Miscellaneous Business Regulations”, Article II “Peddlers, Hawkers
and Solicitors”. J. Torrant seconded the motion. J. Zullo clarified that this allows for suspension of permit
issuance. Upon voting all voted aye and the motion passed.

D. Raap then asked if the Board would prefer to have the food truck ordinance covered under the
Hawkers & Peddlers or by a stand alone ordinance. J. Zullo preferred to have it under the Hawkers &
Peddlers ordinance. J. Tenney felt food trucks should be allowed in town. M. Rybak, Jr. said the ordinance
would apply to public and private property as well and could be drafted either way. Mike Rybak agreed
with including it with the Hawkers and Peddlers ordinance. D. Raap summarized the public hearing at
Planning & Zoning, where the end result was to refer the food truck subject to the Board of Selectmen for
possible inclusion in the Hawkers & Peddlers ordinance in preference to creating a new P&Z regulation.
J. Tenney would like to see something with no fee if on private property, but stricter rules on public
highways. J. Zullo would not like to require a permit for private parties on private property, as they are
not peddling. They asked Mike Rybak to draft something based on the ordinance for Harwinton to present
on June 1st.

2



b) Award Bid for Refuse & Recycling Pickup: D. Raap said she called USA Hauling to question the
cost increase, and they said it was necessary due to increases in wages, insurance, transportation and fuel.
Motion: J. Torrant moved to award the bid to sole bidder USA Hauling in the amount of $7,182. J. Zullo
seconded. R. Alexe said he spoke to Goshen, and they had the identical experience with no other bidders
and almost doubled fees. He recommended awarding the bid, as he did not think going out to bid again
would yield any different result. He will have to seek reductions in other budgeted areas in order to afford
this bid. Upon voting, all voted aye and the motion carried.

c) Approve Recycling Center Ordinance: Speaking to the Rules and Regulations first, J. Zullo made a
motion. Motion: J. Zullo moved to approve the Town of Litchfield Public Works Department Recycling
Center Rule and Regulations as proposed, with change of “one-hundred” to “two hundred fifty” under
9.e. on page 11. J. Torrant seconded. Raz Alexe worked with Mike Rybak to make sure the ordinance
compliments the Rules and Regulations. All voted aye and the motion passed.

Motion: J. Zullo moved that the Board of Selectmen approve and move to special town meeting an
Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Litchfield, Chapter 12 “Solid Waste
Management”. J. Torrant seconded, all voted aye and the motion carried.

Motion: J. Zullo moved to add to New Business c) “Correspondence from Scott Parsons”. J. Torrant
seconded, all voted aye and the motion passed.

New Business
a) Use of LIS Administration Area for Litchfield Volunteer Ambulance Training: John Pudlinski,
LVA Chief, spoke about the lack of space in his current facility, and showed photos. He explained LVA’s
work in the community and the intensive training necessary, including classrooms, breakout rooms,
computerized simulation mannequin training rooms, as well as a meeting room. At the LIS admin area,
they could provide intense weekly training in conjunction with Hartford Healthcare and also provide a
secure, central location for the generator-driven Town’s Emergency Operations Center that is currently
located at the Annex. This facility will also allow them to bring programs to the town as a service. Upon
question by J. Zullo, Mr. Pudlinski assured him there would be nothing done during the school day that
would disrupt the school. Mike Rybak said a lease arrangement would be needed between the non-profit
LVA and the Town. J. Tenney confirmed there will be no large gatherings or emergency situations taking
place at that location. R. Alexe said there is a procedure followed for the Emergency Operations Center,
run by Paul Gibb, with specialized companies with specific antennas that must be used if we want to be
reimbursed for expenses. J. Pudlinski said the LVA does not need special antennas. It was agreed to
consider space for the EOC as a long-term plan.

Motion: J. Zullo moved to authorize the use of the Litchfield Intermediate School administrative area on
the second floor as a training and office space for the Litchfield Volunteer Ambulance, and that the Town
develop a lease with LVA for use of the space at a minor fee. L. Torrant seconded. D. Raap directed
Mike Rybak to draw up a lease, and he asked Mr. Pudlinski for a floor plan to run by the school. Upon
voting, all voted aye and the motion passed.

b) WPCA Intervenor Request: D. Raap referred to the intervenors letter dated 4/30/21 and said
Superintendent Ted Donoghue spoke to DEEP, and they said they would analyze it. They also said it is
too premature now for the application, but they could reapply after the DEEP makes a decision. J. Tenney
said it is DEEP’s decision whether they will take an intervenor or not. J. Zullo asked if the DEEP could
send something in writing to the effect that it is premature. WPCA Chairman David Wilson said he sent a
copy of DEEP’s attorney’s response about the prematurity to Messrs. Rybak. It essentially said until they
published a notice that they would issue a determination on our permit application, it was premature, and
the intervenors could reapply at that time. The DEEP would then accept them as intervenors. This is a
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renewal of a five-year operating permit. Raz Alexe added that this is about the treatment plant discharging
into the Bantam River and the parameters of the discharge that is critical. Motion: J. Torrant moved to
table this discussion until such time as it becomes pertinent. T. Waterhouse seconded, all voted aye and
the motion carried.

c) Correspondence from Scott Parsons: J. Zullo said there have been several letters from Scott Parsons
going back to last fall, and he wanted to make sure that we acknowledge that the Board has received
them.

Possible Executive Session - Personnel Matter: Motion: J. Zullo moved that the Board of Selectmen go
into executive session at 6:48 p.m. for a personnel matter, and T. Waterhouse seconded. All voted aye and
the motion carried. Out of executive session at 7:08 p.m. Motion: J. Tenney moved that the First
Selectman draft a letter on behalf of the Board of Selectmen in response to the correspondence from Scott
Parsons. J. Zullo seconded the motion. Upon voting all voted aye and the motion passed.

Possible Executive Session - Labor Contract: Motion: J. Torrant moved that the Board of Selectmen
go into executive session regarding a labor contract at 7:09 p.m., and T. Waterhouse seconded. All voted
aye and the motion carried. Out of executive session at 7:26 p.m. Motion: J. Zullo moved that the Board
of Selectmen approve a Collective Bargaining Agreement Between Town of Litchfield and Litchfield
Constables Unit, Council 4, AFSCME, AFL-CIO, LOCAL #2001 for 7/1/2021 through 6/30/2024. J.
Torrant seconded the motion, all voted aye and the motion carried.

Adjournment: Motion: J. Torrant moved to adjourn at 7:26 p.m. and T. Waterhouse seconded. All voted
aye and the motion passed.

Denise Raap, First Selectman
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