
CABLE TELEVISION ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 January 10, 2019 

 
ATTENTION!  New Facebook page for Cable Television Advisory 
Council -     LitchfieldCTAC 
 
The regular meeting of the Cable Television Advisory Council of Litchfield was held 
on Thursday, January 10, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. at the Oliver Wolcott Library, South 
St., Litchfield, CT.  A quorum was present: Chairman Stephen Simonin, Denise 
Russ, Thomas Lambert, Gary Bernier, Gary Lafferty,  Watertown;  Lucille Paige, 
Torrington;   David Rosaler, Goshen,  John Angevine, Warren 
EXCUSED:  Laura Jordan - ALTICE 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Stephen Simonin at 6:35 p.m. 
In a motion made by Thomas Lambert seconded by John Angevine it was voted to 
approve the agenda as submitted.  Voted unanimous. 
 
In a motion made by Thomas Lambert, seconded by Denise Russ, it was voted to 
approved the minutes of the June 28, 2018 minutes as presented.  Voted 
unanimous. 
 
The current balance in the checking account is $8,218,74.  A written report was 
distributed to the members present.  In a motion made by John Angevine, 
seconded by David Rosaler, the report of the Treasurer was approved as 
submitted.  Voted unanimous. 
 
We need new laws to cover these new data TV signals and protect the interest of 
the home owners. 
 
A discussion among the members centered around how to get the message out to 
the public and subscribers as to the various methods that have been used by the 
current Cable provider to raise prices without any resistance from PURA.  For 
example, previously all signals to the cable “box” were under FCC regulation.  
Now, unbeknownst to the public, subscribers, are paying increased prices because 
the “regulations”  have been changed over to “data signals”.  PURA and FCC have 
no set regulations or bylaws that cover “data signals”.  Who knew? This was never 
made public.  This current regulation and pricing has literally become a  legitimate 
“monopoly”.  The State of Connecticut abolished all regulations concerning the 
previous category of “digital”. 
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Suggestions to make this information public were to “letters to the editors”, get 
reporters to write “feature” story, demand a verified and legitimate list of 
classifications for cable service, i.e., quality standards, megs provided for down 
streaming, service pricing, quality of picture, methods of transport available to 
customers, etc. 
 
David Rosaler described his experience with ALTICE in that while watching TV, his 
TV screen suddenly went black. He was given no prior notice of any problems.  
After making several calls to ALTICE, he was advised that his payment due was 
late.  HERETOFORE, all cable customers received a pink colored notification that 
their payment was late and that the invoice amount had to be paid by a deadline 
date.  NOW, ALTICE no longer will send a “warning” of a late payment due date, 
the customer’s screen just goes “black” and to get service restored, a “fee has to 
be paid upfront” in addition to the late payment. All Council members at this 
meeting were outraged by this action by ALTICE. 
 
In a motion made by Gary Lafferty, seconded by David Rosaler, it was voted to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:18 p.m.  Voted unanimous. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lucille A. Paige, Secretary 


