
Conservation Commission of the Town of Litchfield
Land Use Office, 80 Doyle Road, PO Box 12, Bantam, CT  06750

The Purpose of the Conservation Commission is to develop and conserve natural resources, to conduct research 
into the current utilization and future possible utilization of land areas of the town, and to keep an index of all open 

areas, for the purpose of obtaining information on the proper use of such areas.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Draft Minutes

REGULAR MEETING
February 27, 2024

7 PM, Bantam Town Hall Annex, Bantam, CT
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Mark Austin called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m.
Members Present:  Mark Austin, John Baker, Cleve Fuessenich, Jordan Richards, 
Barbara Putnam, and Diane Stoner
Members Absent: John Cox, 
Alternates Present:  Marcia Fowler
Others Present:  Dean Birdsall, Susan Clarkin
Mark Austin called the meeting to order at 8:06.  He seated Marcia Fowler to serve 
in place of an absent member.
Approval of Minutes – Revisions:  Under correspondence, the mail was from 
Dean Birdsall on behalf of Sustainable Litchfield, not the Land Trust.
Barbara Putnam made and Marcia Fowler seconded a motion to accept the October 
26, 2023 minutes as revised.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.
Public Comment:  none
Open Space Acquisition Project: 
Marcia Fowler made and Barbara Putnam seconded a motion to adopt the one-and-
a-half-page “Open Space Acquisition Planning” document (dated 9/26/2023 and 
circulated to the commission before the meeting) as our initial webpage on the 
Town website under the Conservation Commission.  All voted in favor and the 
motion carried.
John Baker entered the meeting.
Natural and Community Resources Inventory:  No action
Budget:
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Spencer and Mark reported that our budget request includes funds for updating our 
open space map with GIS, for giving events, including advertising and hall rental, 
and monitoring our conservation easements.  It is now in the hands of the Town 
officials and may experience some trimming.
Correspondence:
From the Connecticut Land Conservation Committee:  an all-day conference to be 
held on March 23.
From Dean Birdsall: a request from the Town Attorney that the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, Conservation Commission, and Sustainable Litchfield 
collaborate on a policy document describing how funds from the Conveyance Tax 
on land transfers should be used to preserve open space. 
Barbara suggested that there is specific language in the Open Space Acquisition 
Fund ordinance that we can use, and Marcia brought a copy of the template from 
Sustainable Litchfield describing the criteria for land to be preserved.  It was 
agreed that Barbara and Marcia work together on a draft document for the other 
groups to review and submit it to Mark to circulate.
Old Business: Spencer Musselman reported that he has the easement document 
from 31 Maple View Trail and that he will inspect it when he goes to inspect a 
neighboring property. 
Mark will circulate the complete Open Space Acquisition documents for review 
and editing in anticipation of putting them on the Town website.  A format the 
starts with a summary introducing the content would make it more accessible.  
Diane will begin working on it, using ‘Track Changes’ in Word. 
New business: None
New members: No one had any candidates for the remaining alternate position.
Review of Action Items:
Barbara and Marcia will draft the Policy document for the Open Space funds and 
submit it to Mark, who will circulate it to the P&Z, and Sustainable Litchfield.
Diane will start working on the Open Space document.
Spencer will inspect 31 Maple View Trail.
Adjournment: at 7:59 p.m.
Next regularly scheduled meeting:  March 26, 2024


