
Sustainable Litchfield Committee Meeting
3:30 pm, Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2020

Remote Meeting via Zoom
MINUTES

Call to Order at 3:32pm  
Present:  Dean Birdsall, John Post, Carrie Szwed, Diane Fields, James Keithan, Jeff Zullo, Raz Alexe, 
Ben Buck, with 1st Selectwoman Denise Raap as Guest/Zoom Host. 
Absent: Margaret Hunt (working the polls!), John Morosani

Approval of 10/20/20 Minutes: Jeff motioned to approve. Dean seconded. All in favor, motion 
carried.

Action Tracker Update: (using 2021 Action Item numbers to be consistent with our new Action 
Tracker document)

 Changes to Tracker and New URL Address - John and Diane worked on updating our Action 
Tracker to reflect 2021 Item numbers, which has been saved as a new document with an 
updated link. We will refer to this updated Tracker from now on. 

 SusCT Email to our Committee - “Sustainable CT Certification Results—Litchfield” – gave us 
a rundown of what actions we have submitted and what points we have received so far, as 
well as what actions we need to revise to receive full points; also stated that spring 
certification deadline is April 6, 2021 and that the updated Master Action List will be 
released on January 1, 2021.  

 Actions Ready for Submission/Resubmission
o 10.4 – John P. submitted a description of the Community Garden at Thompson 

Preserve
o 7.6 – Raz resubmitted the necessary info regarding our municipal fleet
o 7.3 – John P. is working with Steve Silver from Eversource to resubmit and receive 

points for the Bantam Annex.
o 7.2 – John P. is also working with UCONN to re-analyze incorrect data and resubmit. 
o 6.4.1 – There was an electric vehicle “fair” held on the Green during the town’s 300th 

anniversary celebration. We’re going to see if reporter John McKenna happened to 
take any pictures of the aspect of the event. 

  Updates on Existing Actions
o 3.1.1.a – Dean reported that Jessica LeClair assured him that the high school lake  

monitoring program that has been in place for many years will count for these 
points. 

o 3.3 – Dean is working on whether the Bantam Lake Watershed Management Plan 
can be submitted for this Action.

o 3.13.2 – Ben will get his pictures of the LIS pollinator garden to Dean so that Dean 
can work with John Markelon to get this submitted. 

o 5.4.1 - Denise is working with Adam from SusCT to coordinate a Climate Resiliency 
Workshop on Dec. 16. 

o 1.1.1 – John P., Jeff, and Denise will be meeting with Jodi Tenney to talk about the 
equitable energy campaign aimed at the affordable housing community.



 New Actions
o 7.4 – Diane asked Berta from LCC about the possibility of creating a Food Policy 

Council amongst the many individuals/orgs. that are already doing a great job 
distributing food to local people in need.
 

New Partners to Add – Kristi Dranginis runs a company called BirdMentor and she is working on a 
brochure about managing meadow habitat to benefit pollinators. She believes she will finish the 
brochure by April, so we’ll be able to submit it as an educational component of 3.13.2.  

Sustainable Litchfield Logo
 A subcommittee composed of John P., Dean, and Jeff was formed in order to work on getting 

a logo created. 
 Dean is meeting with the Advanced Art students at LIS about the plow project soon, at 

which point he will also bring up the idea of a logo with them.
 Denise will send Dean the mock-up logos that her daughter created. 

Miscellaneous
 Proposed Meeting Dates – John sent out a list of upcoming dates for our meetings; they will 

be held monthly on the first Tuesday. If we feel we need to, we’ll hold a special meetings on 
the third Tuesday of the month. 

 Residential Concern re: Commercial Solar Project – Jeff is talking to the Land Use Committee 
about requesting an end-of-life/decommissioning plan from all commercial solar projects. 
He will also research whether a similar plan could be requested of residential projects. It’s 
possible that implementing these solar decommissioning plans could be counted for points 
as an Innovative Action. 

 John P. emailed us to report that there is no limit to the number of SusCT Match Fund 
applications submitted per town; they are basically accepted on a first-come, first-serve 
basis.  

Adjournment: Dean motioned to adjourn. Carrie seconded. All in favor. Adjourned at 4:35pm. 

Submitted by Carrie Szwed, Secretary  

John Post, Chair


