
Sustainable Litchfield Committee Minutes
September 1, 2020
Virtual “Zoom” Meeting

Call To Order: John Post called the meeting to order at 2:31pm with Carrie Szwed, James 
Keithan, Diane Fields, Margaret Hunt, John Morosani, Jeff Zullo, and Ben Buck present. 
1st Selectwoman Denise Raap was present as a guest. Dean Birdsall was absent. In Dean’s 
absence, James stepped up as a regular member.  

Approval of Minutes: Margaret motioned the 8/18/20 minutes to be approved, and Diane 
seconded. 

Old Business
 Resident’s Concern re: private solar farm - Jeff wants to do more research on the 

broader issue on the “end life” of solar panels. With the possibility of more and more 
solar arrays being installed in town, both commercial and residential, this is a bigger 
issue than just the concern over Silicon Ranch’s plan. So, Jeff is not writing an official 
request to Silicon Ranch yet, but he will ask what their end-of-life plan is when he meets 
with them next. 

 Update on Russell St. tank - Peter Aziz (the owner of the tank) has yet to respond to 
Denise about whether he approves of it being painted. Former tank owner Dirk 
Patterson, Borough Warden, expressed concerns about the safety of the tank 
considering it has not been inspected in many years, as far as he knows. Denise will 
reach out to Peter again about the project.

Action Tracker Update
 Submitted Actions

o 3.2.2 and 3.2.3 have been submitted since last meeting, thanks to Margaret! 
 Actions Ready for Submission 

o For 7.1.1a-c, Margaret submitted the dates of the Farmer’s Market to Noah, but it 
was at the very end of his internship, so Margaret will check on the Sustainable 
CT website (Litchfield account) to see if those dates ever made it for approval.

o For 6.6.1 and 6.6.2, John P. will also check the Sus CT website to see if Raz and 
Noah submitted what we needed to receive these points re: our transportation 
fleet.

  Updates on Existing Actions
o John P. asked us all to go to the Action Tracker Excel document and add 

lookback periods for our Actions, since that information will be important when 
deciding what to submit for bronze certification and what will still hold for silver at 
a later date.

o Ben reported that, once we each have an account on sustainablect.org, we can 
go to the Litchfield “page” and see that there is an Action Tracker there 
maintained by Sus CT, so we can all check there to see the status of any of the 
Actions we’ve submitted. Since this online document is very similar to the Action 
Tracker Excel document that we maintain, we might want to eventually “migrate” 
over to the online version so that we don’t need to keep track of two very similar 
Trackers. 

 New Actions
o Jeff said he would like to apply for a Sus. CT Community Match Fund in order to 

help with the cost of tree plantings in front of the solar array. The Committee 
brought up that this would need to fall under an Action Item in order to be 



considered for funding, so we concluded it might fit best under 2.11.d, which is to 
come up with a “Best Management Practice” for Land Use and native plantings 
on town-owned properties. Jeff and Diane will work together on seeing this 
through.   

 New Partners to Add - John P. (along with Dean) will approach Marie Kennedy, the 
current President of Litchfield Hills Audubon Society to see if they would like to become 
a partner, although we have not yet identified a specific Action Item for them to focus on.

New Business
 Silver Certification Strategy

o According to our Action Tracker Excel sheet, we can potentially earn 405 points 
with the Actions we’re already working on (or planning to work on) in the next 8 
months. Silver certification requires 400 points, so we are already well on our 
way.

o We will shoot for the August 2021 due date for Silver certification. The points we 
submit by April 2021 that do not go towards the 200 points for bronze certification 
will be applied for silver certification, as long as their lookback periods do not 
expire in the interim. 

o The biggest challenge time-wise for Silver certification by August 2021 is getting 
all three required “Optimize for Equity” projects complete.

o Before the next meeting, we all need to read over the Equity Toolkit and also 
review the samples of Equity projects that have been completed in other towns. 
Then look through the Action Item List and see if any of them would work well as 
Equity projects for us. The goal is to bring Equity ideas to our next meeting.

o Margaret is going to email Jessica LeClair at Sus. CT and ask how we should be 
interpreting “municipality” in some of the Action Items, i.e. does that refer to the 
governing body of Litchfield only, or in some cases, does it just mean our 
community in general? Which Action Items use the looser definition of a 
municipality, and which need to be supported or upheld specifically by the Town 
of Litchfield? Also, what are the exact specifications of determining a look-back 
period?

Announcements
 Jessica is looking for feedback about Sustainable CT from active Town Committees 

such as ours, so if you have any general feedback, submit to John by end of week.
 Diane and James have been officially inducted into the Committee, Diane as a regular 

member and James as an alternate. Patty Laurie has a time conflict with our meeting 
time, so we might consider changing our meeting times to accommodate her, as well as 
Margaret and potentially others (perhaps Mondays at 3 or 3:30pm?)

 Next meeting is Tuesday, Oct. 6 at 2:30pm

Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 4:03pm. Margaret motioned to adjourn and John M. 
seconded. 

Carrie Szwed, Secretary

John Post, Chair


