
Sustainable Litchfield Committee Minutes
August 18, 2020
Virtual “Zoom” Conference

Call to Order: John Post called the meeting to order at 2:37pm with Carrie Szwed, Jeff Zullo, Dean 
Birdsall, John Morosani, Raz Alexe, and John Post present. Margaret Hunt joined later. 1st Selectwoman 
Denise Raap was present as a guest, as well as Sustainable CT Fellow Noah Swanson and soon-to-be 
members Diane Fields and James Keithan. Ben Buck was absent. 

Approval of Minutes: Dean motioned the 8/4/20 Minutes to be approved, and Carrie seconded. All 
voted Aye and the motion carried.

Partnering Up Around Actions
We all looked over the Excel Sheet of Assigned Actions together and agreed upon the updated 
assignments. That sheet is available on the Action Tracker Google Doc. 

Action Tracker Update
o Submitted Actions

 For Action 4.1.1.b, Noah submitted this for us and, once approved, it could be 
worth up to 35 points! Thanks, Noah! 

o Updates on Existing Actions
 For Action 3.2.1, John M. reported that there will be a group assembled at OWL 

to work on appointing a Poet Laureate for the town. 
 For Action 3.2.3, Denise will send a line item list of the Recreation budget to 

Margaret that shows $11,000 allotted to “Concerts on the Green.”  
 For Action 7.1, Margaret submitted photos of the Farmer’s Market sign, but we 

still need to submit a list of dates. Margaret will contact Kate Carroll about 
obtaining that list.

 We decided that the Education Series (worth app. 40 points) would be best to 
do in person, which doesn’t seem likely even for the fall/winter, so we are going 
to postpone that Series until next year and use the points for our Silver 
certification. 

 Instead of a “Launch Event” (limitations due to COVID), we will plan to have an 
in-person “Celebration Event” next summer once we earn our Bronze 
certification. This will hopefully be an in-person event that will include all of our 
partners.    

o Actions Ready for Submission
 John P. reminded us that we all need to try and log on to our accounts with 

Sustainable CT to make sure we can each get in to submit items…preferably do 
it this week while Noah is still around to help us if need be. 

 For Action 6.6.1 and 6.6.2, Raz and Noah are finalizing the list of town 
transportation assets (and plans to update/maintain them) for submission. (This 



was from 2 meetings ago, but we never got a chance to hear about whether 
these Actions were submitted.)

o New Actions to Add
 For Actions 3.1.1 a-d, Carrie and Kate Zullo from Litchfield Historical Society will 

be working on putting together a self-guided “Highlights” Tour of Litchfield, 
which will be posted on the Town website. When we eventually create a map of 
these sights, it can be submitted for Sus. CT points. There is also the potential to 
put the tour on the “ConnTours” app. We will work with Margaret so that she 
can share the tourism resources she’s researched for Action 3, and so that our 
project can be submitted for points eventually.   

 The painting of the oil tank could be used for 10.1: Innovative Action OR 9.1: 
Equity (if we reached out to an underrepresented or less involved segment of 
the population) OR 3.2.11.b, but no matter what, we will have to wait to submit 
it until Silver certification because all of these Items are already “spoken for” for 
Bronze. 

 Michelle Morelli is the person spearheading this project. She is the Chair 
of the Events Committee on the EDC and the owner of Art Tripping. 
John Post will follow up with her. 

 The tank is owned by Peter Aziz, so progress on this project is really 
dependent on what he agrees to have done with it. Denise brought up 
painting the tank in an email to him, but he did not respond. 

 We need to make sure that whatever is painted on the tank is 
appropriate.  

New Business
o Sustainable Litchfield Logo – John asked the group what our thoughts were on hiring someone 

to create a logo for our Committee. Noah said that we were probably welcome to use the 
Sustainable CT logo for any of our events (just drop an email for permission). Jeff mentioned 
that, if we do create our own logo, that it somehow ties in with the branding/vision project by 
the newly-formed Litchfield Master Steering Committee. 

o Resident’s Concern re: private Solar Farm – This is not a town-owned property, nor a town-run 
project, but our Committee can at least request of the business that they present an end-of-life 
plan for the solar farm that includes the recycling or recommissioning of the panels, so as not to 
create a brownfield that releases toxins. Jeff and Dean are going to work on the language for 
that request, which will be presented to our Committee at the next meeting.   

Announcements
o Our next meeting is September 1st at 2:30pm (the first Tuesday of the month)    
o A huge thank you to Noah for partnering with us over the summer and helping us with our 

submissions, and also a big thank you from John P. to those who helped push the school solar 
project to get approval. 



Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 4:12pm. Margaret motioned to adjourn and Jeff seconded.  

Carrie Szwed, Secretary
 

John Post, Chair


