
Sustainable Litchfield Committee Minutes
July 7, 2020
Virtual “Zoom” Conference

Call to Order: John Post called the meeting to order at 2:35pm with Carrie Szwed, John Post, Jeff Zullo, 
Ben Buck, Dean Birdsall, and John Morosani present. Raz Alexe was absent. Margaret Hunt joined at 
3:10pm.
1st Selectwoman Denise Raap was present as a guest, as well as Sustainable CT Fellow Noah Swanson 
and three candidates to join the Committee: Diane Fields, Patty Laure, and James Keithan.

Approval of Minutes: Jeff motioned the 6/19/20 Minutes to be approved, and Dean seconded. All voted 
Aye and the motion carried.

Action Tracker Update
o Updates on Existing Actions

 For Actions 6.1-6.3, John P. reported that we’re still stuck in some bureaucratic 
steps to get these substantial actions completed, but he has been in contact 
with Eversource and hopefully things will get moving.

 John M. reported that he continues to be in contact with Oliver Wolcott Library, 
Superintendent Chris Leone, and NRCS about their partnerships; all of these 
partners are very preoccupied with other projects and dealing with COVID-19, 
but perhaps at a later date (NRCS as soon as August) they can get more 
involved. 

 For Action 4.3.6, it turns out there is already a pollinator garden on municipal 
property! John Markelon installed one on LHS property with his students. Ben 
will be in touch with John about getting this garden counted for this Action. 

 For Action 4.3.4, Ben is reaching out to several local contacts in regards to a 
possible Farmer Forum.

 Before Jake Horne resigned from the Committee, he was on contact with Kathy 
Fields at Litchfield Historical Society regarding their partnership. Ben is going to 
contact her to keep that relationship going in hopes they can help us with some 
Actions in Category #4.

 For Action 3.1.1, Margaret reported that a list of businesses in Litchfield isn’t as 
“ready” as she thought, but she is working with Cleve Feussenich and the EDC to 
get a completed list.

 Margaret is also still working with partners to make progress on Actions 3.2.1 
and 3.2.7. 

 Carrie has been calling and reserving dates with several municipal venues for 
the Education Series. Milton Borough Hall is not accepting reservations for the 
foreseeable future, so Carrie is going to contact the Episcopal Church in Milton 
instead.    



o New Actions to Add 
 For Action 2.8.3.a., Carrie reported that The Litchfield Garden Club has no 

objection to us submitting their rain garden on White Memorial property as an 
LID demonstration area. This has been added to the Action Tracker. 

 For Action 2.1.2, Dean reported that he and John Markelon do 
macroinvertebrate studies in Bantam River with their LHS students, so those 
studies can be counted for this Action. Carrie added it to the Action Tracker 
during the meeting. 

 Noah mentioned that there is a procurement seminar being offered by 
Sustainable CT that could give us points for either Action 1.2.1 or 7.3 if we get 
the required municipal staff to attend. We have NOT added this to the Action 
Tracker yet.  

 For Action 1.2.2, Jeff shared the town’s newly-updated purchasing policy with 
Noah to see if it contains the requirements necessary to fulfill that Action. We 
have NOT added this to the Action Tracker yet. 

o Actions Ready for Submission
 We have our first submission! Raz and Noah worked together to submit Action 

7.1 in regards to the Hazardous Waste Collection Days. It is being reviewed by 
Sustainable CT. 

Candidate Introductions 
o Diane Fields, James Keithan, and Patty Laure all joined us on our call today as potential 

candidates to fill the vacant spot on our Committee. We agreed that each of them would be a 
fantastic addition based on their experience with sustainability, their passion, and their 
connection to Litchfield, so Jeff, John P. and Denise will look into the possibility of having all of 
them join us in some capacity. 

Announcements
o Dean mentioned that, although he has retired, he will still be teaching an AP Environmental 

Science class at LHS next school year, and he thinks he could get his students involved in 
installing/maintaining rain gardens around the planned solar arrays.  

o The Planning and Zoning meeting last week did not result in a vote to approve the solar project 
at the High School, but there is another meeting tonight at 7pm that we should attend (virtually) 
to show our support for the project.

o There is also an Inland Wetlands Commission meeting tomorrow night (July 8) at 7pm. This 
Commission needs to approve the project before it is approved by P & Z.

o Our next meeting is July 21 at 2:30pm. Then, we’ll have two meetings in August on the 4th and 
18th, and from that point on, we’ll go to one meeting per month on the first Tuesday.    

Adjournment: Margaret motioned to adjourn the meeting at 4pm; seconded by John M. All voted Aye 
and the motion carried.



Carrie Szwed, Secretary

 
John Post, Chairman


