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EDC Special Meeting Minutes
November 18, 2020

REMOTE MEETING BY LIVE INTERNET VIDEO STREAM AND TELEPHONE
Minutes (draft)

1) Meeting called to order at 5:33 p.m. by Cleve Fuessenich, Chair.
  Present: Regular Members: Renée Betar, Cleve Fuessenich, Michele Murelli, Will Neary, Tom Roman 

and Bea Thompson 
Ex-officio: Denise Raap, First Selectwoman, Litchfield
Public: Burke Gibney

  Absent: Regular Member: Anne Haas 
  Absent: Alternate Members: Patty Dauten, Eric Dupont, DJ Murphy and Lindsey Turner

2) Appointment of Alternate:  None
3) Finalize details for Holiday Festival on November 27-29, 2020

a. C. Fuessenich turned the meeting over to M. Murelli, coordinator of Covid-safe holiday activities 
happening during the weekend after Thanksgiving. Michele shared details:

i. Michele met with Mark Murphy, who graciously offered the former pharmacy space for the 
weekend to house some non-profits and a few artists.

ii.Merchants throughout Litchfield and Bantam are planning shopping specials, many in 
conjunction with Small Business Saturday, including the Small Business Passport card 
organized by True Value’s Lauren Mahieu. 

iii. Sponsors of decorated holiday poles and other sponsors will be acknowledged and 
thanked, perhaps also on Instagram.

iv. Local businesses are using social media to help promote the holiday shopping season. 
Anne Haas has been actively working with businesses, especially in Bantam.

v.Other marketing efforts to encourage business, organization and home-based holiday 
activities (e.g., Historical Society Walking Tours, Door Decorating Contest and Gingerbread 
House Challenge) and to promote the community as a holiday season destination include 
Facebook pages managed by town marketing team, radio, a press release,  
www.DiscoverLitchfieldHills.com  and an electronic flyer in the schools’ virtual backpacks (W. 
Neary will follow up).    

vi. T. Roman attended a Western CT Tourism District meeting today and shared that the 
District’s StoryTellers ad agency is hungry for information on holiday activities for 
www.CTvisit.com.  M. Murelli will follow up.

b. R. Betar questioned if and where any in-town activity will be held. M. Murelli shared most 
activities would take place in individual existing businesses and non-profits, and other details are 
being worked out.

c. D. Rapp asked if the Information Booth would be opened. R. Betar said no; do we want it to be 
opened? If so, we need Borough approval since our seasonal approval ran out on November 1, 
2020. Perhaps the wings could be opened with Small Business Passport cards as well as 
information on outdoor recreation venues available throughout town. No decision was made.

d. M. Murelli will contact EDC members with additional details and any requests for help before and 
during the weekend.

http://www.DiscoverLitchfieldHills.com
http://www.CTvisit.com


LITCHFIELD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

 
Litchfield Economic Development Commission Mission Statement (adopted 06/10/2020)  
The mission is to promote sustainable economic diversity for Litchfield.

4) Adjournment
Motion to adjourn meeting made by M. Murelli; B. Thompson seconded the motion. All voted aye and 
the motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:58 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Renée Betar 
Secretary, Litchfield Economic Development Commission

  


