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LITCHFIELD INLAND WETLAND COMMISSION
Special Meeting 

July 1, 2020 – 7:00 p.m.
Remote Meeting by Live Internet Video Stream and Telephone

Call to Order: Chairman Robert Blazek called the remote meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

Members Present: Chairman Robert Blazek, Abby Conroy, Barbara Brower, Jack Healy, Frederick 
Minck, Jack Hamill, Brooke Healy. Also present were Dennis Tobin, Ph.D, Wetlands Agent, and Ann 
Combs, Recording Secretary. Members of the public were present as well as presenters for the 
applications and public hearings. First Selectman Denise Raap hosted Zoom and noted there were 29 
participants.

Members Absent: Anthony Paradise

Appointment of Alternates: Chairman Blazek appointed Brooke Healy as a regular voting member.

APPPLICATION CONSIDERATIONS

1. Village Green Drive – 6645 Federal Square Realty   7/1/20
Permit modification to amend June 1, 2015 approval regarding Paragraph 16

This application has been withdrawn.

2. Village Green Drive – Release of Maintenance Bond - $25,000   7/1/20
Per Paragraph 17 of June 1, 2015 approval

Wetland Agent Dennis Tobin said he inspected the site and everything was in order. This is the final 
release of the bond. Motion: B. Brower moved to release the maintenance bond in the amount of 
$25,000, and A. Conroy seconded. All voted aye and the motion carried.

3. Gakidis – 14 Luzi Drive   7/1/20
Construct new commercial building and parking lot with associated utilities

Dennis McMorrow, Berkshire Engineering & Surveying, explained the 1.3 acre parcel that includes a 
house. Mr. Gakidis plans to build a new building for his business, Bantam Pizza. Wetlands were flagged 
by Eric Davison, Professional Wetland Scientist and Registered Soil Scientist. There will be a 75% 
property disturbance, as wetland areas have been previously disturbed. Eric Davison explained the 
wetlands and a mitigation plan involving four wetland mitigation areas. He devised the restoration areas 
that will compensate for the wetland fill that already exists, a little short of a 2:1 ratio. There is a complete 
erosion and sedimentation plan to protect the wetlands and stream. There is a sewer line where they will 
install a manhole in the ROW for the lateral, and the existing house will tie in as well as the new sewer 
line. Beyond the planting proposals for the mitigation areas, they will also propose some landscaping to 
P&Z. 

Motion: J. Hamill moved to approve the above application.
Second: J. Healy seconded for discussion.
Discussion: J. Healy asked if this had to be voted on tonight, as he did not have a chance to study the 
material. A. Conroy said there was significant activity, possibly enough to warrant a public hearing. D. 
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Tobin offered to grant an extension until July 8th, which satisfied the commissioners. The commissioners 
were polled about a public hearing, and they all felt it was not necessary.
Motion Rescinded: J. Hamill rescinded his motion.
Second Rescinded:  J. Healy rescinded his second.

D. McMorrow was happy to extend this application until July 8th, although it is not necessary as the 
Commission is well within its time frame. 

Motion: B. Brower moved to extend the application until July 8, 2020.
Second:  J. Healy
Vote: All voted aye and the motion carried.

APPLICATION RECEPTIONS

4. Yonker - 83 Cathole Road   7/1/20
Construct in-ground pool in upland review area

Dennis McMorrow explained that Mr. Yonker wants to construct a pool (16’ x 40’) in the upland review 
area of the property. It is a level area with no direct wetland disturbance. The stone walls and pond will 
not be disturbed. Commissioners may visit the property. It will come back to the agenda on July 8th with 
vote on August 12th.

AGENT DETERMINATIONS

5. Oles (Litchfield Hills Audobon) – Northfield Road (Boyd Woods)   7/1/20
Bird blind (6’ X 10’) on cement pilings (approved 3/31/2020)

Wetlands Agent Dennis Tobin said the Boy Scouts built this bird blind as an Eagle Scout project. It was 
done well, inspected by Dr. Tobin and approved with an agent determination.

6. Friends of Community Greenway – Bissell Rd. to North Shore Rd. (Bantam Rd.) -   7/1/20
Modification of Permit No. CC00001325
Remove boardwalk and relocate trail in vicinity of the Litchfield Distillery (Bantam Rd.) (approved 
5/11/20)

Dr. Tobin said the White Memorial had proposed a shift in the trail behind the Litchfield Distillery onto a 
portion of the White Memorial property to avoid a wetland area. This is based on a site plan by Berkshire 
Engineering, Map #2805, Sheet 4, and the 5/8/20 revision “Remove boardwalk and locate trail out of 
wetlands”. Dr. Tobin approved with an agent determination. 

7. Heller – Buell Road South – Map 53/15/09A   7/1/20
Construct portion of house, driveway, barn and riding area in upland review area (approved 5/26/20)

Dr. Tobin explained that that because of COVID-19, he moved it along with an agent determination 
approval.

8. Mockingbird Kitchen – 810 Bantam Road   7/1/20
As of right activity for raised bed urban farm and chicken coop in regulated area (approved 5/14/20)
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Dr. Tobin said Samantha Tilley needed wetlands approval to go before Bantam P&Z. She would like to 
replace 1/3 acre of asphalt with crushed stone and raised vegetable beds, 18’ x 25’. It was an easy agent 
determination for an as-of-right activity.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

9. AEC Solar LLC (Litchfield High School) – 14 Plumb Hill Road   7/1/20
Installation of ground mounted solar array

10. AEC Solar LLC (Litchfield Intermediate School) – 35 Plumb Hill Road `   7/1/20
Installation of carport solar array

Chairman Robert Blazek called the public hearing to order at 7:55 p.m. and read the public notice. He 
explained the rules with applicant first, questions from the Commissioners, public in favor and opposed, 
then the Commissioners again. He introduced each member of the Commission.

First, Selectman Jeff Zullo explained the history of the project that began about five years ago in order to 
reduce Litchfield’s energy usage by 20%. He went through the timeline of activity and approvals. The 
Center School project is complete, with Intermediate School scheduled for summer of 2020 and High 
School scheduled for summer/fall of 2020. With the COVID delay they are working hard to keep to the 
original schedule. 

Applicant - Intermediate School
It was agreed to address the Intermediate School application first. Applicant Arthur Helmus, Smart Roofs 
Solar, introduced his company as the developer of the project. John Godfrey, Project Superintendent for 
AEC Solar, is the engineering and installation contractor and Kenneth Hrica, the engineer. A. Helmus 
gave an overview of the site at the Intermediate School to show where the three carports will be placed, 
all in existing parking lots, and Commissioners asked questions. Wetlands are 231 ft. away to the west of 
the school, with carports not infringing. John Godfrey explained how the carports will be constructed. 
Storm water discharges to a drain designed for the parking area to the west. Power will be fed into the 
Intermediate School’s main electrical service. Any ice under the array will be treated as other parking lot 
areas.

Applicant – High School
Art Helmus began with an overview of the High School ground mount array enclosed by a fence, which 
will produce 100% of the school’s energy needs. Because of the age and condition of the roof of the 
school, it was determined that a roof mount system would not cost effective. There is a planting plan to be 
used as a visual screen, developed by Northwest Conservation District. The area features easements and 
rain gardens. 

Pat Lewis, President of AEC Solar, described the design and construction with 1182 panels, each 3’ x 5’ 
and 6 ft. high. The fence will go around the perimeter and there will be gate accesses to meet easement 
requirements and equipment access. There will be about ½” space between panels.

Ken Hrica explained the drainage is designed in accordance with DEEP’s new guidance document. There 
is an existing drain swale on the west side where Rain Garden #1 will collect rain from all the western 
panels. There will be a stone trench level spreader. With larger storms the trench will fill up and water 
will sheet flow toward the High School. It will be directed to a swale and will go into larger Rain Garden 
#2 where it will be released slowly to a drainage pipe to the east and into the swamp to the east of the 
school. The easterly panel runoff will hit a splash pad and run into Rain Garden #2. K. Hrica said adding 
riprap coming into the outlet coming into both rain gardens is a good idea and won’t damage plantings. 
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There will be no sand or silt flowing into the rain gardens. Panels will be removed and the land returned 
to its original state after the 30-year duration. The shading under the panels will not affect vegetation and 
grass will grow. Backhoes and excavators will not have to come in for repairs. All they will need is a step 
ladder. No work is being done in the State right-of-way. Two mature maples will be removed. J. Healy 
was concerned about not enough space between the arrays to grow grass, 12- 14 ft. Commissioners’ 
questions were all answered.  

Public in Favor
John Post said Litchfield could benefit from the economic, educational and environmental benefits, and 
he urged the Commission to move forward in a timely fashion. 

Dean Birdsall was very enthusiastic and grateful for all the work that has been done.

John Markelon was impressed in all areas and urged support.

Margaret Hunt said this is exciting for green energy and urged support by embracing clean, renewable 
energy to show Litchfield is a green community that cares about the environment.

Sr. Rosemarie Greco supports and highlights the sustainable vision for Litchfield.

John Fulkerson endorses and supports this environmentally responsible project.

Betsy Glassman said she is in favor but had concerns. The fence may go into the Japanese knotweed, 
preventing Tapping Reeve residents from walking into the school property. She asked where the staging 
area will be for the High School and was told it would be all within the fence line. She then asked why the 
array can’t go on the school roof, and Art Helmus explained that they considered all areas, but the current 
plan is the best.

Jerry Geci said he was so impressed with the expertise involved and the prospect of healthier air and 
asked for their approval.

Public Opposed
Suzi Funnell, Tapping Reeve, questioned the screen with deciduous plantings. She asked for the height of 
the fence and if carports could be used at the High School. Mr. Helmus said the fence is 7 ft. and that 
carports were rejected for several reasons. P&Z steered them away from a hedge screen and suggested a 
chain link fence to blend with the landscaping. School children will have to walk around the fence if 
coming from Tapping Reeve.

Anne Haas asked what the benefit to the Town is on a 30-year lease, and is there a document that shows 
the cost of roof mounts vs ground mounts? A. Helmus said there is a 25-year warranty, and they are 
responsible for the panels for 30 years, which guarantees maximum production for that term. The Town 
will have a fixed price for 30 years, and it will determine its budget in the first year. On roof mounts, the 
expense of taking off panels to repair the roof and re-mounting is exorbitant. Since the High School is the 
largest system, it would price itself out with roof mounts.

Emailed Comments
John and Lynn Fulkerson fully support the project as a win-win for our town.

Nancy Rogers and Michael Delay fully support the project as important financially, environmentally and 
educationally.



5

Scott Rogge and Agnes Wilkie support the project cost savings, renewable energy, education and to 
lessen the impact of climate change.

Benjamin and Jessica Buck support the projects to mitigate the climate crisis. We need to be stewards of 
our environment with renewable energy sources. They have converted to solar at their house with a air to 
air heat pump HVAC system that translates to a net zero carbon footprint.

Margaret Hunt also sent an email noting her comments above.

Daniel Fowler urged support of the project, believing the installation will not disturb the wetlands or 
watercourses.

Commissioners
Abby Conroy was concerned about energy dissipation into the basins as well as wildlife hindrances and 
breaks for wildlife to get through.

Jack Healy said he is fine with LIS, but at LHS he is concerned with the spacing between the panels 
which may discourage grass growth and encourage erosion.

Brooke Healy said she echoed concerns about grass growth with panels so close.

Fred Minck was also concerned about the closeness of the panels for dryness of the ground under them. 
He liked the use of batteries to store energy.

Jack Hamill was in favor of grass under the panels to mitigate drainage. He would like to see a little more 
screening plantings.

Barbara Brower did not like the chain link fence and would like to continue the public hearing and 
postpone a decision until next week.

Abby Conroy, Fred Minck, Jack Hamill and Jack Healy agreed to postpone for another week until the 
regular 7/8/20 meeting, as there is a lot to consider and get out to the public.

Motion: B. Brower moved to continue the public hearing to the next regular meeting on July 8, 2020 at 
7:00 p.m.
Second: J. Healy
Vote: All voted aye and the motion carried.

11. Annual Meeting – Election of Officers and Review of Bylaws: postponed

12. Approval of Minutes of March 11, 2020  

Motion: B. Brower moved to approve the 3/11/20 meeting minutes.
Second: A. Conroy
Vote: All voted aye with abstentions by J. Hamill, F. Minck and B. Healy; motion carried.

13. Correspondence: none addressed 

14. Old Business:  none

15. New Business: none

16. Possible Executive Session: none
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17. Adjournment  

Motion: B. Brower moved to adjourn at 10:00 p.m.
Second: B. Healy
Vote: All voted aye and the motion carried.

Ann D. Combs, Recording Secretary


