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                 LITCHFIELD INLAND WETLAND COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

September 12, 2018 – 7:00 p.m. 

Town Hall Annex, 80 Doyle Rd. Bantam, CT 

 

Call to Order: Chairman Robert Blazek called the regular meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

 

Members Present: Chairman Robert Blazek, Barbara Brower, Jack Hamill, Frederick Minck, Jack Healy, 

Anthony Paradise. Also present were Dennis Tobin, Ph.D, Wetlands Agent, and Ann Combs, Recording 

Secretary. 

  

Members Absent: None 

 

Public Comment: None 

 

Appointment of Alternates: None available 

 

Motion:  F. Minck moved to add to Reception 5a) “) John Glover – 43 Butternut Road, pool/patio and pool 

house.” 

Second: A. Paradise  

Vote: All voted aye and the motion carried. 

 

Motion: F. Mick moved to add to Receptions 5b) “Donald Van Gerve, 606 Milton Road, mow grass around 

portion of pond, remove shrubbery, including invasive species.” 

Second: A. Paradise 

Vote: All voted aye and the motion carried. 

 

APPLICATION CONSIDERATION 

 

1. Wickett/Baily – 115 North Shore Road                9/12/18 

Replacement of retaining wall and extending existing patio with permeable pavers 

 

This application was postponed until next month. They are still waiting for a written letter from the Town 

regarding the right of way and possible need for permit.      

 

Motion: J. Healy moved to postpone this application until next month’s meeting. 

Second: F. Minck 

Vote: All voted aye and the motion carried. 

 

2. Northwest Custom Homes (Fabbri) – 58 Karl Street    9/12/18 

Construction of new house and driveway 

 

Stephen Zappone of Northwest Custom Homes was present to explain the new driveway and new home 

construction. The wetlands have been flagged, and impact is as minimal as possible. He will use silt fence 

close to the wetlands, but was advised to place it near the driveway. He noted on the drawing that in addition 

to the silt fence shown on the plan, it will also be installed along the driveway. He will use a stone tracking 

pad that will become the driveway apron. 
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Motion: J. Healy moved to approve the application by Northwest Custom homes, 58 Karl Street, per map 

dated 7/2018. As noted on the map, the silt fence will be installed tight to the wetlands as well as along the 

driveway.  

Second: F. Minck 

Vote:  All voted aye and the motion carried. 

 

APPLICATION RECEPTIONS 

 

3. North Shore Bantam, LLC (Murtha) – 46 North Shore Road    9/12/18 

After-the-fact application for constructing deck, block walls around deck, and stairway 

 

Owner Ted Murtha said he originally had a permit for a wall, and he has extended the wall with cinder 

blocks. He presented a surveyors map and said he wants to raise the deck. He was advised to see the 

Building Inspector. He was also told to go to Public Works for a written letter from Raz Alexe saying that 

it’s not in the right of way and he doesn’t need a driveway permit. A. Paradise asked him to show 

construction details for the walls. He also asked for measures to be taken to protect the wetlands.  

 

4. Boynton (Litchfield Cemetery Assn.) – East St. (Map 219, 37, 41)    9/12/18 

Restore pond and spill way 

 

Oren Boynton, President of the Litchfield Cemetery Association, explained that the edges of the pond have 

eroded and they want to bring them back. He thinks it was built in the 1820’s and the berm in the 1920’s. 

The spillway has worn away, making the sluiceway deeper. He did not know what type of equipment would 

be used. J. Healy suggested a pipe with valve to regulate the height of the pond. They want to make the 

pond deeper as well.  

 

Motion: A. Paradise moved to approve the application of Boynton for Litchfield Cemetery Assn. to restore 

the pond and spillway with a condition for specifications on the drawing submitted to the Land Use office 

for a pipe and valve to control the water level.  

Second: F. Minck 

Vote: All voted aye and the motion carried. 

 

5. Benjamin – 3 Breezy Knoll     9/12/18 

Extend sewer lateral to connect dwelling with failing septic 

 

Dennis McMorrow, Berkshire Engineering and Surveying, and owner Tim Benjamin were present. Mr. 

McMorrow did a survey showing the existing leach field is failing. George Malia has flagged the wetlands. 

There is a sewer line nearby that goes into Morris. His neighbors are willing to let him connect into their 

line that goes to the sewer, with letters from property owners presented. If this is possible, no septic repair 

will be needed. He is within 500 ft. of the Town of Morris. They will be going to the WPCA meeting 

tomorrow.  

 

Motion: J. Hamill moved to approve the application of Benjamin, 3 Breezy Knoll, per map dated 9/5/18. 

Second: J. Healy 

Vote:  All voted aye and the motion carried. 

 

5a) John Glover – 43 Butternut Road    9-12-18  
Pool/patio and pool house 

 

John Blore, JRT Construction, and Pat Hackett explained the project, which is in the regulated area. Owner 

Jon Glover also explained his project. The pool is 22’X46’ with a pergola and whirlpool. The pool house 
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will be 10’X22’ and will be used only as a changing house. The patio is bluestone with stone dust and a 

gunnite pool. They will look into how they will discharge the backwash water and will present a plan at the 

next meeting. 

 

5b) Donald Van Gerve - 606 Milton Road     9/12/18 

Mow grass around portion of pond, remove shrubbery, including invasive species    

 

Donald Van Gerve distributed maps and explained that he bought a house and would like to be able to cut 

the grass around the pond to make it look nice. A. Paradise pointed out there is an inlet and outlet that he 

would have to cross. Mr. Van Gerve said he will only mow one side, but Mr. Paradise said there were wet 

areas he would disturb. He suggested going deeper with the project to eliminate the weeds so they will not 

grow back. He will talk to his contractor for a plan to get it cleaned out better. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

6. Friends of Litchfield Community Greenway, Inc. – Bissell Rd. to North Shore Rd.  9/12/18 

Construct greenway 

 

Chairman Blazek opened the public hearing at 8:09 p.m. He then read a letter from Carol Jones received 

8/24/18 who was in favor of the Greenway. There was also email correspondence between Margaret Miner 

of Rivers Alliance and Clifford Cooper. He also read letters to White Memorial from Clifford Cooper of 

the Greenway. 

 

Dennis McMorrow, Berkshire Engineering and Surveying, presented the map. Greenway member Jeff Pratt 

said there is a DOT area near the substation where people could park, as parking in a wetlands area is not 

preferred. The legal traffic authority, Leo Paul, would have authority over this on Town roads. In 

discussions with him, the crosswalk on Bissell Road could be relocated and boardwalk on opposite side of 

the road. Clifford Cooper said there was no mention of parking in discussions. Matt Davison, Davison 

Environmental, was present. He noted they are now at 2200 sq. ft. of direct wetland impact, which is not a 

significant or negative impact, as the area has already been disturbed. 

 

There were no members of the public who spoke for or against the application.  

 

Motion: J. Healy moved to close the public hearing at 8:32 p.m. 

Second: B. Brower 

Vote: All voted aye and the motion carried. 

  

Motion: J. Healy moved to approve the construction of the greenway per site plan by Berkshire Engineering 

and Surveying dated 3/6/18 and revised 4/20/18 & 7/10/18.  

Second: F. Minck 

Discussion: A. Paradise said that if there are any changes to this application, it must come back before the 

Commission. Chairman Blazek noted that this is the law and normal procedure. J. Hamill was still 

concerned about wetlands disturbances. 

Vote: All voted aye and the motion carried. 

 

7. New Business 

 

a) Stack Pond #1: Dr. Tobin said Mr. Stack complains that neighbor Mr. Deering is silting into his pond. 

J. Healy said to check the inlet coming into the pond to see if it is silted. They will call Dr. Schildgen and 

if it is silted on his end, they will investigate from where it is coming.  
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8. Approval of Minutes of August 8, 2018 
Motion: J. Healy moved to approve the minutes of 8/8/18. 

Second: B. Brower 

Vote: All voted aye and the motion carried. 

 

9. Correspondence 

- CIPWG Invasive Plant Symposium 10/4/18 at UCONN 

- Pond and Lake Connection notification of permits  

 

Dock regulations should be discussed at the next meeting. Dennis Tobin will have the regulations from 

Morris PDF’d to the commissioners. 

 

10. Possible Executive Session to Discuss Pending Litigation:  None 

 

11. Adjournment 

 

Motion: B. Brower moved to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. 

Second: A. Paradise 

Vote: All voted aye and the motion carried.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Ann D. Combs, Recording Secretary 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


