


59 Torrington Road, Suite A-1, Goshen, Connecticut  06756  |   Tel: 860.491.9884  Fax: 860.491.3729 

a) Approval of Minutes for the July 8th Regular and August 12th Special Meetings
(Attachment G and H)

b) Approval of Financial Statement for June & July, 2021 (Attachment I and J).

c) Approval of Amendment to the COG Policies and Procedures Manual, Revised to
February 14, 2019, to add the following to Employee Benefits, Section B – Vacation
with Pay, Section 3 – The Executive Committee may grant additional Days/Year of
vacation to new Senior level hires at their sole discretion with recommendation to the
Council for final action”.

d) Approval of Memorandum of Understanding for COG Collaboration on 2021 Homeland
Security Grant Program (Attachment K)

e) Approval of Regional Service Grant Resolution (Attachment L)

11:35 PM Town by Town Issues and Updates by COG Members.  

11:45 PM Other Business as Raised by Members and Adjournment. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
 

Meeting ID: 875 4810 3790 
Passcode: 978467 

Dial by your location 
+1 646 558 8656



LOTCIP and Rural Collector Program Update 
September 2021 

LOTCIP Status 
Only urbanized areas, as defined by the Census, qualify for this funding program. Within the Northwest 
Hills Region, only portions of Burlington, Harwinton, Litchfield, New Hartford, Torrington and 
Winchester qualify. The program provides 100% construction funding, with the town responsible for 
design. The NHCOG is allocated about $1 million each year for this program. 
 
Projects previously approved by the COG with a funding commitment from ConnDOT include: 

1) Jerome Avenue Roadway Reconstruction, Burlington - $1.34 million (FY 2016 funds). Under 
construction 
2) Moosehorn Road, Litchfield - $1.5 million (FY 2018 funds) 
3) Prospect Street Roadway Reconstruction, Torrington – $1.2 million (FY 2017 funds) 
4) George Washington Turnpike/Case Rd, Burlington - $2.3 million (FY 2019 and FY 2020 funds) 
5) Holabird Avenue, Winchester - $1.2 million (FY 2021 funds) 

 
Additional projects endorsed by NHCOG and now under design include the following: 

6) Torringford West Street, Torrington - $1 million (FY 2022 funds) 
 
Rural Collector Program Status 
Only local roads classified as collectors and located in rural areas, as defined by the Census, are eligible 
for funding under this program. All towns in the Northwest Hills have at least some areas classified as 
rural. The program provides 90% construction funding (80% federal, 10% state, 10% local), with the 
town responsible for design. The COG is allocated $1 million of federal funding each year for this 
program. 
 
Recent projects previously endorsed by the COG include: 

1) Sawmill Hill Road, Torrington - $0.5 million (FY 2018 funds) 
2) Alain White Road, Morris - $0.5 million (partial project funding) (FY 2019 funds) 
3) Bulls Bridge Road, Kent - $0.5 million (FY 2019 funds) 
4) Fern Avenue, Litchfield - $0.5 million (FY 2020 funds) 
5) Wykeham Road, Washington - $0.5 million (FY 2021 funds) 
6) West Chippens Hill Road, Burlington - $0.5 million (FY 2021 funds) 
7) Campville Road, Litchfield - $0.5 million (FY 2022 funds) 
 

 
 



TIP/STIP~Action and Amendment Details 8/31/21
To: Maribeth C. Wojenski

Bureau of Policy and Planning

Region
03

Route
US 202

Town
LITCHFIELD

Description
REPLACE BR 02231 o/ STILL BROOK0073-0194

Project No Project Manager 

Reed, Bryan (860) 594-3418

Phase Year FA CODE TOTAL FEDERAL STATE 2021Fiscal Impact: 2022 2023 2024 FYILOCAL

RW 2022 40,000STPR 50,000

Add new project. This project was previously in the 2018 STIP, but never made it into the current STIP.

05-New project

amendment

10,000 0 40,000

Revision Code

0073-0194 RW Phase Total: 50,000 Federal Share: 40,000 State Share: 10,000

0

Local Share: 0

0 0 0

Phase Year FA CODE TOTAL FEDERAL STATE 2021Fiscal Impact: 2022 2023 2024 FYILOCAL

FD 2022 240,000STPR 300,000

Add new project. This project was previously in the 2018 STIP, but never made it into the current STIP.

05-New project

amendment

60,000 0 240,000

Revision Code

0073-0194 FD Phase Total: 300,000 Federal Share: 240,000 State Share: 60,000

0

Local Share: 0

0 0 0

Phase Year FA CODE TOTAL FEDERAL STATE 2021Fiscal Impact: 2022 2023 2024 FYILOCAL

CN 2023 1,440,000STPR 1,800,000

Add new project. This project was previously in the 2018 STIP, but never made it into the current STIP.

05-New project

amendment

360,000 0 0

Revision Code

0073-0194 CN Phase Total: 1,800,000 Federal Share: 1,440,000 State Share: 360,000

0

Local Share: 0

1,440,000 0 0

Tuesday, August 31, 2021 Page 1 of 7



REQUESTED CHANGES
(AMENDMENT)

2021 STIP
REQUESTED CHANGES

PLEASE ADD THESE ITEMS TO YOUR NEXT AGENDA

Region FACode Proj# TempP# AQCd Rte/Sys Town Description Phase Year Tot$(000) Fed$(000) Sta$(000) Loc$(000) Comments code for change

NO COMMENTS:   NAME _________________________________     DATE _____________________

SEE ASSOCIATED COMMENTS:  NAME _________________________________     DATE _____________________

CODE KEY
01 Move projects from one year in the STIP to another year in the STIP
02 Fiscal constraint issues
03 Adjust existing projects for design schedule changes
04 Adjust existing projects for revised cost estimates
05 New Project
06 New Phase
07 Administrative Requirement
08 Delete phase
09 Delete project
10 Correction

9/7/2021
REG 3 AMD-ACT-PACKAGE-7-21-2021_ACTION_NORFOK_WARREN



REQUESTED CHANGES
(ACTION)

2021 STIP
REQUESTED CHANGES

Region FACode Proj# TempP# AQCd Rte/Sys Town Description Phase Year Tot$(000) Fed$(000) Sta$(000) Loc$(000) Comments code for change
03 STPR 0097-0095 X6 US 44 NORFOLK REPLACEMENT OF RETAINING WALLS ON US 44 ROW 2022 100 80 20 0 MOVE FROM FY21 TO FY22 01
03 STPR 0097-0095 X6 US 44 NORFOLK REPLACEMENT OF RETAINING WALLS ON US 44 FD 2022 935 748 187 0 MOVE FROM FY21 TO FY22 01
03 STPR 0149-0088 X6 CT 45 WARREN REPAIR EMBANKMENT ON LAKE WARAMAUG BRK ROW 2022 50 40 10 0 MOVE FROM FY21 TO FY22 01
03 STPR 0149-0088 X6 CT 45 WARREN REPAIR EMBANKMENT ON LAKE WARAMAUG BRK FD 2022 250 200 50 0 MOVE FROM FY21 TO FY22 01

CONCUR WITH ACTION:  NAME _______________________________     DATE __________________________________

CODE KEY
01 Move projects from one year in the STIP to another year in the STIP
02 Fiscal constraint issues
03 Adjust existing projects for design schedule changes
04 Adjust existing projects for revised cost estimates
05 New Project
06 New Phase
07 Administrative Requirement
08 Delete phase
09 Delete project
10 Correction

9/7/2021
RURAL REGION - ACTION



TIP/STIP~Action and Amendment Details 7/8/21
To: Maribeth C. Wojenski

Bureau of Policy and Planning

Region
03

Route
VARIOUS

Town
KENT

Description
PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS0067-0123

Project No Project Manager 

Roberts, Scott (860) 594-3232

Phase Year FA CODE TOTAL FEDERAL STATE 2021Fiscal Impact: 2022 2023 2024 FYILOCAL

PD 2021 128,000TAP-FLEX 160,000

Change FA Code from TAPR. No change to final cost. This is needed due to funding availability. TAPR is over-programmed in FY21.

11-Financing/Funding revision

action

0 0 0

Revision Code

0067-0123 PD Phase Total: 160,000 Federal Share: 128,000 State Share: 0

32,000

Local Share: 32,000

0 0 0

01-Move project to another year

02-Fiscal constraint

03-Design schedule change

04-Revised cost estimate

05-New project

06-New phase

07-Administrative requirement

08-Delete phase

09-Delete project

10-Correction

11-Financing/Funding revision

a - Funding limitations
b - Outstanding ROW issue
c - Outstanding Permit
d - Other (Specify)

Comments:

a - Funding fully programmed
b - State match not available
c - Local match not available
d - Other

Comments:

a - Permit issue
b - CTDOT staffing issue

Comments:
c - Local staffing issue
d - ROW issue
e - Other

a - Increase due to inflation
b - Increase due to (specify)
c - Decrease due to (specify)
d - Other

Comments:

a - Project requested by (specify) Comments:

a - PE phase required
b - ROW phase required
c - CON phase required

Comments:

a - Add AC entry
b - Other

Comments:

a - Phase not required
b - Phase changed to State funds
c - Phase changed to Local funds
d - Other

Comments:

a - Not supported by State
b - Not supported by Region

Comments:c - Not supported by Town

e - Change to Local funded
d - Change to State funded

d - Other

Comments:

a - Due to project schedule
b - Due to funding availability
c - Other

Comments:

b - Copy of RPM attached

Thursday, July 08, 2021 Page 1 of 5



TIP/STIP~Action and Amendment Details 7/21/21
To: Maribeth C. Wojenski

Bureau of Policy and Planning

Region
03

Route
US 44

Town
NORFOLK

Description
REPLACEMENT OF RETAINING WALLS ON US 440097-0095

Project No Project Manager 

Aresco, Salvatore

Phase Year FA CODE TOTAL FEDERAL STATE 2021Fiscal Impact: 2022 2023 2024 FYILOCAL

RW 2022 80,000STPR 100,000

Move from FY21 to FY22. No change to total cost.

01-Move project to another year

action

20,000 -80,000 80,000

Revision Code

0097-0095 RW Phase Total: 100,000 Federal Share: 80,000 State Share: 20,000

0

Local Share: 0

0 0 0

Phase Year FA CODE TOTAL FEDERAL STATE 2021Fiscal Impact: 2022 2023 2024 FYILOCAL

FD 2022 748,000STPR 935,000

Move from FY21 to FY22. No change to total cost.

01-Move project to another year

action

187,000 -748,000 748,000

Revision Code

0097-0095 FD Phase Total: 935,000 Federal Share: 748,000 State Share: 187,000

0

Local Share: 0

0 0 0

01-Move project to another year

02-Fiscal constraint

03-Design schedule change

04-Revised cost estimate

05-New project

06-New phase

07-Administrative requirement

08-Delete phase

09-Delete project

10-Correction

11-Financing/Funding revision

a - Funding limitations
b - Outstanding ROW issue
c - Outstanding Permit
d - Other (Specify)

Comments:

a - Funding fully programmed
b - State match not available
c - Local match not available
d - Other

Comments:

a - Permit issue
b - CTDOT staffing issue

Comments:
c - Local staffing issue
d - ROW issue
e - Other

a - Increase due to inflation
b - Increase due to (specify)
c - Decrease due to (specify)
d - Other

Comments:

a - Project requested by (specify) Comments:

a - PE phase required
b - ROW phase required
c - CON phase required

Comments:

a - Add AC entry
b - Other

Comments:

a - Phase not required
b - Phase changed to State funds
c - Phase changed to Local funds
d - Other

Comments:

a - Not supported by State
b - Not supported by Region

Comments:c - Not supported by Town

e - Change to Local funded
d - Change to State funded

d - Other

Comments:

a - Due to project schedule
b - Due to funding availability
c - Other

Comments:

b - Copy of RPM attached

Wednesday, July 21, 2021 Page 13 of 28



TIP/STIP~Action and Amendment Details 7/21/21
To: Maribeth C. Wojenski

Bureau of Policy and Planning

Region
03

Route
CT 45

Town
WARREN

Description
REPAIR EMBANKMENT ON LAKE WARAMAUG BRK0149-0088

Project No Project Manager 

Aresco, Salvatore

Phase Year FA CODE TOTAL FEDERAL STATE 2021Fiscal Impact: 2022 2023 2024 FYILOCAL

RW 2022 40,000STPR 50,000

Move from FY21 to FY22. No change to total cost.

01-Move project to another year

action

10,000 -40,000 40,000

Revision Code

0149-0088 RW Phase Total: 50,000 Federal Share: 40,000 State Share: 10,000

0

Local Share: 0

0 0 0

Phase Year FA CODE TOTAL FEDERAL STATE 2021Fiscal Impact: 2022 2023 2024 FYILOCAL

FD 2022 200,000STPR 250,000

Move from FY21 to FY22. No change to total cost.

01-Move project to another year

action

50,000 -200,000 200,000

Revision Code

0149-0088 FD Phase Total: 250,000 Federal Share: 200,000 State Share: 50,000

0

Local Share: 0

0 0 0

01-Move project to another year

02-Fiscal constraint

03-Design schedule change

04-Revised cost estimate

05-New project

06-New phase

07-Administrative requirement

08-Delete phase

09-Delete project

10-Correction

11-Financing/Funding revision

a - Funding limitations
b - Outstanding ROW issue
c - Outstanding Permit
d - Other (Specify)

Comments:

a - Funding fully programmed
b - State match not available
c - Local match not available
d - Other

Comments:

a - Permit issue
b - CTDOT staffing issue

Comments:
c - Local staffing issue
d - ROW issue
e - Other

a - Increase due to inflation
b - Increase due to (specify)
c - Decrease due to (specify)
d - Other

Comments:

a - Project requested by (specify) Comments:

a - PE phase required
b - ROW phase required
c - CON phase required

Comments:

a - Add AC entry
b - Other

Comments:

a - Phase not required
b - Phase changed to State funds
c - Phase changed to Local funds
d - Other

Comments:

a - Not supported by State
b - Not supported by Region

Comments:c - Not supported by Town

e - Change to Local funded
d - Change to State funded

d - Other

Comments:

a - Due to project schedule
b - Due to funding availability
c - Other

Comments:

b - Copy of RPM attached

Wednesday, July 21, 2021 Page 24 of 28
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      SALISBURY ASSOCIATION LAND TRUST 
P.O. BOX 553 

SALISBURY, CONNECTICUT  06068 
 
 

         August 3, 2021 
 
 

Re:  Request for Letter of Support for the Preservation of 50 Acres adjoining Wack Forest on 
Route 112 in Salisbury through an Open Space Grant from CT DEEP 
 
Dear Friend, 
            
The Salisbury Association (SA) is applying to the Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection (DEEP) for an Open Space Grant to help us preserve 50 acres of land on 
Route 112 adjacent to the Town of Salisbury’s Wack Forest preserve. If we obtain state funding, we 
will purchase the property and preserve this large scenic block of forest. 
 
Applications are weighed by a point system in which municipal and community backing rank high.  
Accordingly, we are asking you to help our efforts by writing a letter supporting SA by stating why you 
think this is a project worthy of state funding. 
 
To give you some background on the proposal, I have prepared a few facts and observations on the 
project.  We invite you to use this information however you like in preparing your own letter.  
 
The letter need not be long.  If possible, it should be on your organization’s letterhead.  The letter 
should be returned to me, not to DEEP, but should be addressed as follows: 
 
   Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
   Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program 
   Constituent Affairs/Land Management Division 
   79 Elm Street, 6th Floor 
   Hartford, CT  06106-5127 
 
The grant deadline is September 30 but we would like to have your letters in hand by not later than 
September 1, 2021.  Please call the Salisbury Association at (860) 435-0566 if you have questions or 
need more information. 
 
Thank you very much for your support.  This is a lovely and valuable piece of forest that will be a 
privilege to help preserve. 
 
      Sincerely, 

                                                                                                                                                                                             
John Landon, Chair 
George Massey, Acquisition Committee Chair 
Salisbury Association Land Trust 
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Points re Wack Forest Project  
 

1. 50 acres next to the Town of Salisbury’s 55-acre Wack Forest – will nearly double this forest 
preserve. SA will create a hiking trail connected to the existing trail on the Town property. 

2. 55-acre Wack Forest was given to the town in 1950 (50 acres from Henry Wellington Wack) 
and in 1970 (5 acres from Charlotte Miner). 

3. The Town’s Wack Forest preserve has a public hiking trail and is used by the Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts for hiking and camping. 

4. The property is forested with a mix of hemlock, hardwoods, pine. With Wack Forest, the 
property forms an important area of contiguous forest habitat.  

5. 1,750 linear feet of stream – a branch of the Salmon Kill – traverses the property. The stream 
supports Slimy Sculpin, a rare fish that is a State Species of Special Concern. The stream is a 
significant riparian corridor that contains plunge pool and upland gradients.  

6. The property ranges in elevation from 590’ by the stream to 880’ at the summit. 
7. Five rare state-listed plants have been documented recently in the area, including the 

Endangered White Adder’s Mouth and Schweinitz’s Sedge. 
8. Three additional rare state-listed plant species have been documented historically in the area. 
9. Two state critical habitats are known to occur near the site – Circumneutral Spring Fen and 

Circumneutral Basin Swamp. 
10. Property has 1600 feet of road frontage on Lime Rock Road/Route 112, designated a scenic 

road by the Town’s Natural Resource Inventory. 
11. Property is in the center of an area of significant conservation. Part of a climate-resilient 

landscape in Connecticut’s northwest corner identified by The Nature Conservancy. One of a 
series of uplands including Sharon Mountain, Forge Mountain, Falls Mountain, Mt. Prospect, 
and Tom’s Hill connecting to the Berkshires. 

12. Consistent with Town Plan of Conservation and Development. The 2012 Plan of Conservation 
and Development places high value on conservation of Salisbury’s natural resources. The Plan 
identifies protection of ridgelines, steep slopes, large forest blocks, wetlands, and wildlife 
corridors as important goals. 
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                SHARON LAND TRUST 
                          PO Box 1027 

67 MAIN STREET 
   SHARON, CONNECTICUT  06068 

 
         August 11, 2021 

 
Re:  Request for Letter of Support for the Preservation of 81 Acres on Millerton Road through an 
Open Space Grant from the Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection. 
 
Dear Friend, 
            
The Sharon Land Trust (SLT) is applying to the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection (DEEP) for an Open Space Grant to help us preserve 81 acres of land on Indian Mountain 
with frontage on Millerton Road. If we obtain state funding, we will purchase the property from Lionel 
Goldfrank and preserve this large scenic forested block while providing public access to its trails. 
 
Applications are weighed by a point system in which municipal and community backing rank high.  
Accordingly, we are asking you to help our efforts by writing a letter supporting SLT by stating why 
you think this is a project worthy of state funding. 
 
To give you some background on the proposal, I have prepared a few facts and observations on the 
project.  We invite you to use this information however you like in preparing your own letter.  
 
The letter need not be long.  If possible, it should be on your organization’s letterhead.  The letter 
should be returned to me, not to DEEP, but should be addressed as follows: 
 
   Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
   Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program 
   Constituent Affairs/Land Management Division 
   79 Elm Street, 6th Floor 
   Hartford, CT  06106-5127 
 
There is no need to mail an original – a scanned, emailed copy would be fine.  
 
The grant deadline is September 30 but we would like to have your letters in hand by not later than 
September 15, 2021.  Please call the Sharon Land Trust at (860) 364-5137 if you have questions or 
need more information. 
 
Thank you very much for your support.  This is a lovely and valuable piece of forest that will be a 
privilege to help preserve. 
      Sincerely, 

                                                                                                                                                                                             
Maria Grace, Executive Director 
Sharon Land Trust 
maria@sharonlandtrust.org  
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The Goldfrank property is 81.2 acres on Millerton Road on Indian Mountain between Indian Lake and 
Mudge Pond.  It adjoins SLT’s popular Goodbody Preserve and the 168-acre Von Ahn property that 
SLT is in the process of acquiring. It has an old field along the roadside and a densely wooded 
mountainside with a ridgeline that offers spectacular views.  
 
Consistent with Town Plan 
 
The Sharon Town Plan and Natural Resources Inventory place high value on conservation of Sharon’s 
natural resources. Protecting water quality, forests, fragile area resources, and rural character are 
identified as important goals.  
 
Proximity to other protected land and Watershed protection 
 
The Goldfrank property is directly adjacent to SLT’s Goodbody Preserve and the future Von Ahn 
Preserve and all three together will form a protected block of over 400 acres. Along with additional 
conservation easements held by SLT, this protected block extends to the shores of Mudge Pond. On the 
Millerton Road side, the property drains to Indian Lake; thus, its preservation helps to buffer and 
protect both important water bodies.   
 
Passive Recreational Value 
 
The parcel is a beautiful mountainside with varied terrain, views and interesting geological features.  
SLT will create a trail linked to its Goodbody Preserve trail, to provide the public with access to 
observe and experience natural resources, plants and animals. 
 
Variety of Terrain 
 
The property’s slopes, ridgelines, outcrops, glade, aspects and elevations provide an interesting 
diversity of habitats, timber stands, and terrain.  
 
Scenic and Aesthetic Value 
 
The Goldfrank property has ½ mile of frontage on Millerton Road, and is part of the scenic northwest  
gateway to Sharon. From the property’s ridgeline, it offers spectacular scenic views. 
 
Habitat/Wildlife Value 
 
The parcel’s diversity of elevation, forest cover, and wetlands provides excellent and varied habitat for 
many plants and animals. Habitats include core forest, bedrock outcrops, seeps, old field, glade, and dry 
summits. A healthy mix of wildlife has been observed at the property, including top predators bobcat 
and coyote, neotropical migrants scarlet tanager and wood thrush, and resident birds barred owl and 
pileated woodpecker. The State’s Natural Diversity Database has documented that the property occurs 
in a watershed that supports the Eastern Pondmussel, a state-listed species of special concern. The 
parcel’s connectivity with other protected land is crucial in preserving Indian Mountain as an important 
corridor for wildlife migration.  
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      WINCHESTER LAND TRUST 
P.O. BOX 10 

WINCHESTER CENTER, CONNECTICUT  06094 
 
 

         August 10, 2021 
 
 

Re:  Request for Letter of Support for the Preservation of 60 Acres Linking WLT Preserves with 
Winchester Water Company Lands on Old Waterbury Turnpike in Winchester through an Open 
Space Grant from CT DEEP 
 
Dear Friend, 
            
The Winchester Land Trust (WLT) is applying to the Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection (DEEP) for an Open Space Grant to help us preserve 60 acres of land on the 
Old Waterbury Turnpike and Rugg Brook Road adjacent to the Town’s water lands and WLT’s Ehrich 
Woods preserve. If we obtain state funding, we will purchase the property and preserve this large scenic 
block of forest. 
 
Applications are weighed by a point system in which municipal and community backing rank high.  
Accordingly, we are asking you to help our efforts by writing a letter supporting WLT by stating why 
you think this is a project worthy of state funding. 
 
To give you some background on the proposal, I have prepared a few facts and observations on the 
project.  We invite you to use this information however you like in preparing your own letter.  
 
The letter need not be long.  If possible, it should be on your organization’s letterhead.  The letter 
should be returned to me, not to DEEP, but should be addressed as follows: 
 
   Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
   Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program 
   Constituent Affairs/Land Management Division 
   79 Elm Street, 6th Floor 
   Hartford, CT  06106-5127 
 
The grant deadline is September 30 but we would like to have your letters in hand by not later than 
September 1, 2021. It isn’t necessary to send the original letter – scanning & emailing is fine.  Please 
call me at (860) 379-9622 if you have questions or need more information. My email is 
jen_perga@yahoo.com.  
 
Thank you very much for your support.  This is a lovely and valuable piece of forest that will be a 
privilege to help preserve. 
 
      Sincerely, 

                                                                                                                                                                                             
Jen Perga, President 
Winchester Land Trust 
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Points re Rosgen Property:   
 

1. 59.22 acres with frontage on both Old Waterbury Turnpike and Rugg Brook Road. 
2. An important buffer and protector for Winsted’s drinking water supply: Rugg Brook flows 

through the northwest corner of the property and it borders more than 1,000 acres of Town 
water company lands.  

3. Supports an amazing variety of wildlife and plants. The State’s Natural Diversity Database 
documents four rare, State-listed species of animal on or very near the property: one bird 
(broad-winged hawk), three species of bat (little brown bat, tri-colored bat, and northern long-
eared bat), and a mussel (eastern pondmussel). Owned by a wildlife biologist who has created 
a comprehensive list of species observed at the property over the years.  

4. Important connectivity for a very large wilderness corridor. To the west and south it adjoins 
WLT’s largest area of protected land totaling 297 acres, encompassing Ehrich Woods, Ruez, 
and Hurlbut Field that extends to the shores of Lake Winchester. To the north and east it 
adjoins over 1,000 acres of Winsted water company land that in turn adjoins the Algonquin 
State Forest. Not far to the north and west are Silas Hall Pond and large Norfolk Land Trust 
preserves. 

5. The parcel is nearly all core forest. It has not been logged for more than 50 years. Very large 
white pine and hemlock trees can be seen. The understory is dominated by mountain laurel. 

6. Has two “summits,” with oak-hickory vegetation. 
7. WLT will create a public hiking trail to the summits so people can enjoy the new preserve via 

hiking, birdwatching, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing.  
8. Consistent with Town Plan of Conservation and Development. This project furthers the goals of 

both the existing and the planned Plans of Conservation and Development. The 2011 Plan of 
Conservation and Development states a primary goal of protecting the town’s natural 
resources, in particular its water bodies and drinking water. The 2021 draft Plan of 
Conservation and Development emphasizes the importance of preserving more open space to 
protect Winchester’s community character and quality of life. It places high value on 
connecting existing open spaces to form a system of greenways and on preserved open space 
that is available for the public to enjoy.  
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