
Litchfield Recycling Committee Minutes

Public Works Office

February 12, 2020

Chairman G. Geci called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.

 Attendance: N Boccio, G. Geci, D Wilson, D Raap, L Losee, D. Arenz

Guests: John Post, from Litchfield’s SustainableCT Team

 Kate Zullo, Kay Winter, Chez Winter, and Lauren Sage observing

JOHN POST TO TALK ABOUT SUSTAINABLE CT PROGRAM

John Post (former chairman of the Green Team) came to talk about the SustainableCT initiative. He 
shared that Litchfield has recently passed a resolution and registered for SustainableCT, a volunteer 
program to create a more sustainable place to live. He spoke of the benefits to Litchfield, how it can 
unite the town in a common goal, and he walked through the steps to get certified. G. Geci pass out a 
sheet listing the actions under Section 7, Strategic & Inclusive Public Services, pertaining to the Recycling 
Committee. J. Post said that a kick-off event is in the works for March. D. Wilson suggested getting the 
hauling companies involved in the event.  John passed out sheets listing actions and information on the 
SustainableCT website which includes successful approaches by other towns which may serve as models 
for Litchfield. He concluded his remarks by saying he is available for any questions we may have.  Mr. 
Geci hopes the committee members will research the goals and formulate particular actions that could 
be discussed at the next meeting. 

INFORMATION ON STATE INITIATIVES AND POSSIBILITIES

G. Geci shared information from a recent phone call with State Senator Craig Miner. They discussed the 
Governor’s initiative to reduce trash from 1200lbs to 500lbs per person annually. The construction of a 
new $330 million Mira plant was discussed. D.Raap stated that the cost of tipping fees was expected to 
increase and shared a recent article about the Mira plant. Mr. Minor hopes that rather than building a 
larger plant, residents of this State can learn to reduce what goes into the waste stream. D.Raap wants 
to lessen the amount of trash the town is hauling – including a program to collect waste textiles with 
Bay State Textiles and food scrap composting. N. Boccio is working on getting permits and helping to 
clear some of the challenges connected with those proposals. 

The group discussed the recycling system and noted issues with the single stream system, that recycling 
was getting contaminated and discussed going back to separate bins and creating a reward system. A 
need for educating the public was agreed upon and methods were discussed including going into 
schools and sending flyers. C.Winter suggested looking to the Zero Waste Coalition for resources.  

UPDATE ON IMPROVEMENTS AT THE RECYCLING FACILITY AND LANDFILL AREA



N. Boccio spoke about movement of the check-in shed which will be up against the building.  Soon – 
possibly in the next two weeks the attendant will be able to take credit cards.  Surveillance cameras are 
now in place. D. Arenz discussed the need to have a monitor at the Recycling Center to see when people 
are coming in the back way and to be able to  watch and respond to people who are dumping in the 
wrong dumpsters.  Naomi will talk to Raz about this.

Continuation of minutes after Kate left at 5:12:

Recycling/Trash bins in town - The chairman updated the members telling them that the bins seem 
adequate – especially during these winter months.  Mr. Geci monitors them calling Paul Adams when 
they are full.  The recycling bin now has an additional sign stating, “Bottles and Cans.”  People - for the 
most part - are complying.  Even though these bins seem sufficient, Dirk Patterson says the Borough 
Board should retain the totters in anticipation of increased trash in the warmer months. 

NEW BUSINESS

Denise Raap brought up trash and recycling at Community Field. No recycling is being done, and the one 
dumpster ends up being a receptacle for unwanted waste including tires.  After discussion the 
consensus was that the dumpster should be replaced with one totter for trash and another for 
recyclables.  Denise will speak to Hawk about this.

Dave Arenz – assistant at the Recycling Center – asked about the recycling of smoke detectors.  Naomi 
understands and explained why there is confusion. Naomi will look into the regs, but she expects that 
when enough of them have accumulated the town will have to pay to ship the bundle to some place in 
Texas.

Naomi announced that plans have begun for Earth Day which will be celebrated in Litchfield on 
Saturday, April 25th.  She is coordinating with Robert Van Wick from the Lions Club. The street and 
roadside clean-up will take place from 9:00- noon.  During a discussion some of the pitfalls and 
frustrations of the past two years were aired. Some of ideas:  give tours of the recycling facility, 
approach schools much earlier (Mr. Geci will be in touch with the business manager or superintendent), 
different offerings for lunch at the gathering after the clean-up, getting brochures or flyers distributed 
earlier, using social media, and more publicity.

The distribution of flyers led to a discussion of how to keep residents informed of changes in recyclables. 
The members discussed the possibility of including an updated brochure in the annual tax bill mailing, 
using social media, having new residents receive a brochure in a welcome bag (Mr. Geci will speak to 
Cleve Fussenich about this.), and using local media such as Litchfield.bz.

The meeting adjourned at 5:44 p.m.

(Thanks to Kate Zullo and Lauren Sage for taking minutes.)

Respectfully submitted,

Gerald Geci, Chairman

 


