
TOWN HALL REVIEW COMMITTEE  

REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2018 

LITCHFIELD TOWN OFFICE BUILDING, 74 WEST STREET 

 

The regular meeting of the Town Hall Review Committee was held on Wednesday, August 15, 2018 at 

the Litchfield Town Office Building, 74 West Street at 6:00 pm. 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Jeffrey Zullo called the meeting to order at 6z;00 pm.  The minutes of this 

meeting will be recorded. 

 

ATTENDANCE AND APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES:  Chairman Jeffrey Zullo, James Hilby, Lisa 

Losee, Richard Quay, Jason Travelstead, Alternate Denise Raap and Alternate Ann Combs.  Public 

present were Leo Paul, Paul Hinkel, John Martin, Perley Grimes and John McKenna.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Jason made a motion to accept the minutes of the August 6, 2018 regular 

meeting and Lisa seconded the motion.  There were a few corrections in the minutes.  On Page 1, Under 

New Business, the following sentence will read:  Number 7. The GLPT believe that the exterior walls 

need not be upgraded for better thermal performance.  On Page 1, Under New Business, the following 

sentence will read:  The GLPT sees no interior or exterior deterioration in evidence.  On Page 2, first 

paragraph, the following sentence will read:  It is the the GLPT’s recommendation that no additional 

insulation or vapor barriers be introduced, as these may cause more harn in the long run by changing the 

characteristics of the walls and their ability to absorb and shed water vapor.  On Page 2, first paragraph, 

the following sentence will read:  The GLPT does recommend upgrading the windows to be historically 

accurate true divided light aluminum clad wood window to enhance performance thru the glass.  On Page 

2, first paragraph, the following sentence will read:  The overall “look” of the primary distribution 

systems could, in the GLPT’s minds, be organized in cable trays and straight line runs, painted as 

decorative elements with the space.  With no other corrections, Jason made a motion to accept the 

amended minutes and Lisa seconded the motion.  All were in favor to approve the minutes.  The motion 

was passed.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 

 

COST ESTIMATE DEVELOPMENT DISCUSSION & UPDATES 

A. REVIEW WITH JOHN MARTIN, COURTHOUSE LOWER LEVEL STRUCTURAL AND 

HEIGHT QUESTIONS 

B. CONSTRUCTION MANAGER ESTIMATE – BURLINGTON CONSTRUCTION 

C. CONSTRUCTION ESTIMATE CONSULTANT – JOANNE COTOIA, JLC PRECONSTRUCTION 

SERVICES 

John Martin brought visual aides to report his findings on the following:  structural issues, grade issues 

and height issues in the basement of the Courthouse.  John also handed out revised copies of the 

basement, the main floor and upper levels of the Courthouse using the existing load bearing walls. 

Structural issues:  John has determined that there are several load-bearing walls in several places on the 

second floor.  There are also load bearing walls on the first floor and in the basement.  John has 

reconfigured all the floors to accommodate this.   
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John has also reconfigured the Probate Court which has added some space and will now be 623 sq.ft., the 

stairwell has been removed, but there was problems with ceiling heights in the basement.  John said that 

the floor to floor height is 9 feet and in one part it is 14 inches from the top of the slab to the bottom of the 

actual structure.  If you put a ceiling directly under that, you would be at 7 feet 9 inches.  Denise asked 

why the 14 inches had to taken out and John explained that the structure supporting the main floor is 14 

inches deep and has to be taken out.  Some of the existing ceiling heights in the basement are:  southeast 

side there are 2 restrooms which are 7 ft. 3 inches, 2 rooms are 7 ft. 9 inches, hallway 8 ft. 4 inches, the 

vault is 7 ft. 6 inches.  It was stated that minimum regulation ceiling height is 7 ft. 6 inches.  John said that 

he reconfigured the Town Clerk’s office on the first floor and the Registar’s office will now be on the 

second floor.  John also said that there will be handicap access from West Street and the back parking lot.  

 

Jeff asked Jason if we have enough information for the estimators to go forward with and finalize their 

estimates, and Jason said yes. Jason said that both estimators are done with their estimates on the new 

version of the project and they were just waiting for the Courthouse version.  Jason will communicate 

with both estimators concerning the questions regarding the Courthouse.  It was stated that both estimates 

carry demolition of the old Town Hall.  Preliminary estimates should be emailed to all committee 

members before that meeting so everyone  develop any questions at that time. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Jeff received correspondence from Perley Grimes with regards to the asbestos 

removal.  Perley stated that the walls on 1889 building on the first and second floor do not contain 

asbestos.  It was noted that Richard Quay left at 6:55 pm. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  Lisa sent some additional information concerning vaults. 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS;  None 

 

FUTURE MEETING AGENDA:  Next meeting will be Wednesday, September 5, 2018 at 6:00 pm at the 

Bantam Annex.   

 

ADJOURNMENT:  Jim made a motion to adjourn and Lisa seconded the motion.  All were in favor and 

no one opposed.  The motion was passed at 6:58 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Barbara L. Balsamo, Recording Secretary 

Dated this 18th day of August 2018 

 


