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LITCHFIELD WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY
REGULAR MEETING

80 Doyle Road, Bantam, CT
March 12, 2020 ~ 7:30 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER:   David R. Wilson called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL
Present: Christian Bratina, James Koser, David R. Wilson, and William “Sky” Post. Ted Donoghue, Plant 
Superintendent, and Ann Combs, Recording Secretary, were also present. 

Absent: David Geiger, William Buckley, Thomas Waterhouse, Raz Alexe, Public Works Director

SEATING ALTERNATES: Sky Post was seated as a regular member.

MINUTES
a) 2/13/20 Regular Meeting: Motion: Motion: C. Bratinia moved to approve the meeting minutes of 
2/13/20 and J. Koser seconded. All voted aye and the motion carried. 

BUSINESS 
1. Public Requests:  14 Luzi Drive: Dennis McMorrow, Berkshire Engineering & Surveying, presented 
a map showing the property on 14 Luzi Drive with proposal of new commercial building with parking. 
There is a manhole on the northeast corner and a lateral comes across the street. Ted opened the manhole 
and cameraed and smoke tested, finding no evidence of misalignment. It is not a great connection. There 
will be a new Bantam Pizza building on this site. There will be an external grease trap with chamber and 
pump, 2” PVC for force main, and a 6” line. They will pressure test the line. D. Wilson said they should 
not take over ownership of the clay pipe to the manhole. C. Bratina was concerned with the 2” PVC 
cracking. They will use poly ethalene chloride pipe instead (PEC schedule 80). Dennis said he needs a 
letter for Bantam P&Z showing capacity. The dishwasher discharge should be beyond the grease trap.

2. Discussion about Woodridge Lake Sewer District: D. Wilson said there have not been any further 
meetings with them. We have put something on the Town website. They are trying to assess financial 
viability: how much USDA grant, how much loan, and what would the rate be.

Eileen McKenna: She said the same option was presented years ago in 2010 and discarded because 
Litchfield did not have the capacity. Why are we revisiting this when nothing has changed? She also 
asked what other alternative routes are being considered. D. Wilson said WLSD wanted to be considered 
in 1994 when we did the upgrade. WLSD was dealing with different flow numbers back then with a huge 
I&I and has reduced the flows considerably since then. Some of our upgrade now is determining 
hydraulically how to meet permit. DEEP gives credit for nitrogen, and this would be a greater offset than 
removing it from the ground discharge in Goshen. If it is not physically or financially feasible for the 
plant, we won’t be doing anything. Ms McKenna then questioned the Hamill Well Field. Will there be 
investigation there regarding public water supply?  D. Wilson said all that will be considered. Ted pointed 
out there are already sewers in that area. D.Wilson noted the Litchfield Borough’s sewer beds used to be 
in White Memorial on White Woods Road. Now the pipe is within 200 ft. of the pump building of the 
Hamel Well Field. 



2

Bill Honan, Beach Street: He asked if information would be available to the public? Would they have an 
opportunity for comment? D. Wilson said that if they decide to pursue this, there will be a public hearing 
first and then a Town Meeting to get authorization to borrow money. 
Kate Kelleher, Beach Street: She asked why the route couldn’t be approved for Route 63?  D. Wilson 
said the Borough is already on well water and sewers. She was concerned with proximity to wells on 
Beach St. C. Bratina said there is a minimum distance requirement from well water. She asked if there 
was a grant amount asked for from the USDA? D. Wilson said he would get a number when we apply.

Mike Benzurik: He asked if the flows on Beach Street have been narrowed down to 110,000/day. D. 
Wilson said they are less than that. They have standard reporting and all flows are recorded and provided 
to the State every month, along with proficiency.

3. Update of Torrington Inter-Municipal Agreement: D. Wilson said we asked them what their debt 
service is in the current user charge and what the current debts are. This information would be helpful for 
us to know what their user fee goes for.

4. FY 2021 Budget Draft: Ted went through the budget line by line, comparing to the current year. He 
will take another look to see if the $5,000 is enough in 52111.This is essentially a flat budget, but up 
4.8% in administration. D. Wilson said we should put in a dollar amount for rate increase for upgrade and 
adjust as numbers come in. C. Bratina thought we should wait until we know more. We would like to 
transfer fund surplus to the fund balance. The audit report numbers don’t agree with the numbers in the 
Munis reports. He is trying to resolve this with the Finance Director. C. Bratina advised to wait to 
approve the budget until we talk to the auditor. Ted presented his capital plan to explain items listed for 
approval. Woodridge Lake can help offset these costs. 

5. 2019 Annual Report: Ted said he will make changes after D. Wilson reviewed it with suggestions.

6. Collection System Work: Ted said they did some minor TV’ing at the Holly House line and at 14 
Luzi Drive in Bantam. 

7. Plant Equipment Updates

             a) UV System: They are not disinfecting the influent right now, only the effluent into the river. 

b) Sludge Mixers/Sludge Recirculation Pump:  Jim fabricated the old nitrate return pump and 
Ted will find someone with a crane who can lift the old mixers off and bring the pump up. They’ve been 
using the FST for sludge recirculation. They have not been able to do anything in the BST tank. 

8. Safety: An employee has come back to full duty and became reinjured. His doctor has given 
restrictions including no bending; and since there were no jobs requiring no bending, he had to stay out of 
work.  They discussed the Assistant Plant Operator ad and C. Bratina will look at the job description and 
review. Ted will follow up on electrical training class.

9. Commissioner’s Requests: D. Wilson reported that Ted was elected as a director of the CT 
Association of Water Pollution Control. 

10. Public Works / Treatment Plant Report

a) Easements: No report
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b) Operational: Ted reported permit compliance has been maintained with four exceptions: 1&2) 
exceeding daily maximum limit for TSS on 2/13/20 and 2/27/20; 3) exceeding monthly average limit for 
TSS; and 4) exceeding monthly average of 24 lbs/day for nitrogen.  Routine operations and maintenance 
work continues. The average daily flow for February was 0.585 MGD and the total flow was 16.968 MG, 
high for this time of year. They removed 32,500 gallons of sludge. BOD removal was 90% and TSS was 
82%. The minimal removal rates per our NPDES permit is 85%. The daily average for total nitrogen lbs. 
/day discharged was 4.8 mg/L, or 29 lbs./day. The daily average for total phosphorous lbs. /day was 1.6 
mg/L.

Incidents acted on include: 
 2/5/20: A new check valve was installed on RAS pump #2
 2/11/20: Katz Pumps installed repaired motors on one set of Northfield pumps. Discovered that 

the vacuum pump for this pair was no good, so a replacement pump was ordered. He is still 
waiting for it to be installed and the pumps are still offline.

 2/13/20: Reported an effluent non-compliance event for exceeding daily maximum of 50 mg/L 
for TSS. The composite sample results were 58 mg/L. This was due to high flows, 0.925 MG, and 
high sludge volume indexes (SVI’s) that prevented proper settling of the solids in the secondary 
clarifiers.

 2/14/20: Cummins Generator installed two new parts of the generator. We also updated all the 
coolant hosing.

 2/26/20: Drained the 21” VCP between the three secondary tanks and the UV channel to perform 
an inspection. No issues discovered, and the pipe was in good shape.

 2/17/20: Reported an effluent non-compliance event for exceeding daily maximum of 50 mg/L 
for TSS. The composite sample results were 61 mg/L. This was due to high flow, 0.78 MG, and 
high sludge volume indexes (SVI’s) that prevented proper settling of the solids in the secondary 
clarifiers. Ted explained the history of the SVI’s.

 Continuity Plan for Operation for COVID-19: Ted said they are disinfecting surfaces and being 
mindful of illness, as the treatment plant needs to continue to run. They need to be mindful when 
wastewater becomes aerosol. Maybe no jetting. He bought more respirators with the N-95. The 
will limit visitors to treatment plant and minimize contact with the public. They can safely staff 
plant with two employees to limit risk and exposure. After discussion with Dave, Christian and 
Raz, he will update this plan and send it out.

 Old Business:
1) Second vehicle: see below
2) Easements: No report
3) Electrical Training: Ted will follow up.

c)  Septic: They processed 47,500 gallons of septage in February, a 67% decrease over last 
January. Year to date they are at a 17% increase.

d)  Equipment:  No report
       

11. Financial Report:  Ted reported heavy expenses were charged earlier in the year with slowing down 
in the later months. D. Wilson asked Ted to find out in Finance what was put into last year’s budget for 
the capital expenses. He then asked for the previous year’s as well.

12. Old Business
      a) Second Vehicle: The Ford diesel F450 truck is on the back burner now, although they do need 
to find a truck.



4

13.  Adjournment: Motion: C. Bratina moved to adjourn at 9:55 p.m. and J. Koser seconded. All voted 
aye and the motion carried.
 

Ann D. Combs, Recording Secretary


