
1 
 

 

LITCHFIELD WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY 

REGULAR MEETING 

29 Stoddard Road, Bantam, CT 

May 9, 2019 ~ 7:30 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER:   Christian Bratina called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Christian Bratina, William Buckley, James Koser, Ted Donoghue, Plant Superintendent, and Ann 

Combs, Recording Secretary  

 

Absent: David Geiger, David R. Wilson, Raz Alexe, Public Works Director 

 

SEATING ALTERNATES: None available 

 

MINUTES  
a) 4/11/19 Regular Meeting: Motion: W. Buckley moved to adopt the regular meeting minutes of April 

11, 2019 and J. Koser seconded. All voted aye and the motion carried.  

 

BUSINESS 

1. Public Requests  

   a) Arethusa Dairy: Chris Casiello, Plant Dairy Manager at Arethusa, asked for clarification on testing 

needed. They have brought BOD levels down and have done composite and grab samples to get to a 

baseline. Ted showed a chart of sampling that compared composite sampling to grab samples. Ted used all 

the data for the surcharge billing for FY 18. Chris shared that the process varies from day to day, and that 

is reflected in the composite sample data. As Ted and Dave Wilson recommended to Arethusa to continue 

taking composite samples, as they provide the best representative data on their waste stream. Chris said that 

they’ve pulled the whey out of the whey stream and made other improvements. He said they made a huge 

investment in pre-treatment and rented a composite sampler to do 30 consecutive days of 24-hour sampling. 

He asked what we would accept for testing frequencies. Commissioners then discussed different scenarios 

of running the composite sampler on lighter or heavier production days. C. Bratina said they need to figure 

out what is the right frequency per week and do grab samples until they come up with a schedule which 

Ted and Dave should work out. The Commission would like to see Arethusa do composite sample moving 

forward.  

 

b) 270 Goshen Road – Doris Sparzo: Dennis McMorrow, Berkshire Engineering and Surveying, said 

Mrs. Sparzo has a failing septic and wants to sell the house. Dennis presented a proposal for a connection 

to the sanitary sewer system.  One consideration was a tie-in to an existing private lateral, but was rejected 

by her neighbor. The other option was a new private connection, with a pressure system to the point it could 

flow to gravity. This option would be in the DOT right-a-way. The price is more than the client was 

anticipating, $52,000, with another bid expected shortly. The discussion by the Commission presented the 

option that if we helped offset the cost it could become an extension of the WPCA sanitary sewer system 

If it were to become a public extension, Dennis will have to go to P&Z with an 8-24. So the question is a 

public vs private extension. W. Buckley said the preference is for municipal sewer. C. Bratina said they 

should ask Dave Wilson about the question of whether we should extend the sewer for possibly only one 

future connection. W. Buckley said that if it betters our system, we could absorb some of the cost, and C. 

Bratina felt the same. They will talk to Dave Wilson. 

 

2. Arethusa Dairy: Comments made after speaking with Chris Casiello include the following. Arethusa 

exceeds our limits for BOD, TSS and FOG. Ted said the DEEP has passed the responsibility of permits to 
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the municipalities as the enforcers. They discussed ways of being reasonable, but the numbers were widely 

varied. The board is concerned that Arethusa doesn’t have the same incentive to work with us. We have to 

protect our plant and rate payers. C. Bratina said there should be something in writing with a number they 

can achieve. They have to test at least weekly. 

 

3. Purchase Policy: C. Bratina said they should have a purchase policy so Ted will know what he can do., 

if a major emergency expenditure occur, more than $10,000, before the next regular scheduled WCA 

meeting. W. Buckley asked Ted to draft a policy and bring it back for review. 

 

4. Collection System Work: Ted said they are doing a lot of jetting and cleaning as seen on the collection 

report. C. Bratina asked for a column on the report for the type of pipe.  

 

    a) Jetting/Cleaning:  Commissioners were glad Ted is getting good information from the camera vs 

flow studies. W. Buckley asked about the method of financing for rehabilitation work. C. Bratina said some 

should come from Capital-Nonrecurring and Mr. Buckley agreed.  C. Bratina suggested doing the worst 

places first. 

 

    b) CCTV Work: Ted said cameraing is a 3-person job, and they will surpass 20% by summer’s end. 

Based on the fair amount of 6” VCP they have CCTV. The majority of it may need to be replaced. 

 

5. Plant Equipment Updates  

 

    a) Comminutor: Ted said they have received a price of $7,900 for installation from Kovacs 

Construction. Ted felt this price was excessive and they decided to install it themselves. Ted did get another 

quote from Kovacs to install new stainless piping and diffusers for the grit chamber, which Ted thought 

was reasonable Motion: W. Buckley moved to approve awarding the job to Kovacs Construction for 

$7,336. For diffusers on the grit chamber, with funds to come from Capital-Nonrecurring. J. Koser 

seconded, all voted aye and the motion carried.   

  

    b) Plant Water Pumps Installation:  Ted said they are tentatively scheduled for May 22nd.  Heating is 

turned off for the season. 

 

c) Nitrate Return Pumps:  C. Bratina has spent a lot of time working with Flygt. They drained the tanks, 

changed the diffusers and replaced all the hosing. They have a quote for three Flygt submersible pumps 

along with cast iron straight discharge bases for $8,589 and three two-inch stainless steel upper guide bar 

brackets for $633. They’ve already allocated $20,000 for two pumps, so they will need another $11,430. 

Motion: W. Buckley moved to authorize for the nitrate return pumps an additional $11,430 out of Capital-

Nonrecurring, to be in addition to the motion previously made for the initial appropriation of $20,000. J. 

Koser seconded, all voted aye and the motion carried.   

 

6. Safety: Ted reported no injuries and no training. 

 

7. Commissioner’s Requests: None 

 

8. Public Works / Treatment Plant Report 

 

a) Easements: None 

 

b) Operational: Ted reported three effluent non-compliance events in April. Routine operations and 

maintenance work continues. The average daily flow for April was 0.825 MGD and the total flow 
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was 24.760 MG. They removed 52,000 gallons of sludge. BOD removal was 98% and TSS was 

98%. The daily average for total nitrogen lbs. /day discharged was 8.3 mg/L, or 68 lbs. /day.  

 

Incidents acted on include: 

 

 4/2/19: Partial blockage MH C 105 on North Street  

 4/4/19: Inspected nitrate return pump with Christian after draining east aeration tank 

 4/4/19: Observed possible illegal dumping of diesel fuel into plant. Concentration in grab 

samples was 3-4 mg/l in primary tanks. No damage to plant process. Discovered partial root 

blockage on west side of North St. 

 4/9 – 4/10/19: Jim Hill and Bob Kent attended Advance Process Control training. 

 4/10/19: Emergency call for blockage at 216 Circle Drive caused by roots and rags from 

Bantam Village. 

 4/15/19: Reported effluent non-compliance event. (TSS and BOD) 

 4/16/19: reported an effluent non-compliance event that lasted only 4 hours (TSS and BOD) 

 4/18/19: Ted attended O&M of Collection Systems training. 

 4/23/19: Reported an effluent non-compliance event (TSS and BOD) 

      

      Old Business: 

 UV System: One of the module’s DC power failed last week, but the unit is performing with 

three modules while they get the part. Ted said they really have to upgrade the aging system. 

C. Bratina suggested Ted go over the quotes again and report back. 

 202-204 South Street Illicit Connections: Ted said they are working on it – no need to discuss. 

 Intern Position: They would like someone to help with data entry from GIS and locate 

manholes. C. Bratina said Ted needs to have his layer in GIS before the intern starts. The 

recruitment has been delayed, as GIS layer is not ready for the WPCA. 

 Grit and Aeration Blowers: Ted spoke about the efficiency and limitations of the blowers, and 

C. Bratina offered suggestions. They need to determine the variation in air flow.  

 RAS Pumps: Ted noted they are undersized after the upgrade. We should upgrade to a larger 

pump sized correctly for our plant. 

 Energy Action Program: Will do plant water system and follow up with James Rocca. C. 

Bratina said to do an energy action program for using less flow at night for RAS pumps. 

  

c)  Septic: They processed 123,100 gallons of septage in April, a 62% increase over last April. Year to 

date shows a 23% increase over last year. They have two new septic haulers. 

 

d)  Equipment: No report 

 

9. Financial Report: Ted presented the financial report for review. He made a chart for Capital-

Nonrecurring, showing trends of collecting and spending revenue. C. Bratina said they need to ask the 

Finance Director how much to put in.  Ted also made a chart for actual vs budget.  

 

10. Old Business 

      a) Second Vehicle: Ted had information on a diesel truck, and they discussed new vs used.  They could 

get a smaller 2-wheel drive because they need to do towing. Then they could save the new F-250 for 

plowing. W. Buckley and C. Bratina agreed a good used truck would work well for lower mileage driving. 

They asked Ted to come back with something they could review. 

 

      b) UV System: see Old Business above under Plant Report 
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11.  Adjournment: Motion: J. Koser moved to adjourn at 9:18 p.m. and W. Buckley seconded. All voted 

aye and the motion carried.  

 

 

 

Ann D. Combs, Recording Secretary 
 


