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LITCHFIELD WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY 

REGULAR MEETING 

29 Stoddard Road, Bantam, CT 

July 12, 2018 ~ 7:30 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER: Acting Chairman Christian Bratina called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: James Koser, David Geiger, Christian Bratina, Ted Donoghue, Plant Superintendent, and Ann 

Combs, Recording Secretary. David W. Wilson arrived at 8: p.m. 

 

Absent: William Buckley, Raz Alexe, Public Works Director  

 

SEATING ALTERNATES:  D. Geiger was seated as a regular member. 

      

MINUTES  
a) 6/14/18 Regular Meeting: Motion: D. Geiger moved to adopt the meeting minutes of 6/14/18, and J. 

Koser seconded. All voted aye and the motion carried.  

 

BUSINESS 

1. Public Requests:  None 

     

2. Update on Smoke Testing: Ted Donoghue said he will be getting more information within the next 

week and will get a smoke tester.  

 

3. Authorize Fund 66 Expenditures for the Following Pieces of Equipment:  
    a) 2 ea. Sew Eurodrive gear units and electric motors - $7,500  

    b) 2 ea. JWC Muffin Monster cam cutter with knurled spacers - $26,004 

    c) 1 ea. KSB Anoxic Mixer Model C 3225/06 - $8,000 

 

C. Brattina commended Ted for planning for the future for capital equipment. Ted said he walked the plant 

with D. Wilson to start a list of equipment that will be needed over the next five years. J. Koser suggested 

a 10-year plan and a 5-year for more immediate needs. They discussed the above equipment list. They will 

put item a) on hold and act on the motors only. They will look at alternatives for replacing the muffin 

monsters. C. Bratina will check on the cost of bar screens.  

 

4.  Plant Water System Update: Ted said he would work on bids. C. Bratina said he should determine 

what the water flow demand is to see if there is a need for a VFD. For now they will turn off the system at 

night and not run the thickener to save money. 

 

5. Jetter Trailer Went Out to Bid: Ted said it has not yet gone out to bid, but he got the bid documents 

from Public Works and will start working on it tomorrow.  

  

6. Authorize Fund Transfer from 3202-55203 to Capital Non-Recurring, Fund 66: Ted reported a 

projected surplus of $55,897 against the projected budget. Sandy’s collections now are up by over 10%, so 

the surplus is actually higher than that. He recommended transferring another $45,000 maximum.  C. 

Bratina said it makes sense to transfer $45,000, and all agreed.  Motion: D. Geiger moved to transfer 

$45,000 from operations into Capital Non-Recurring while the books are still open for 2017/18. J. Koser 

seconded, all voted aye, and the motion carried. 
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7. Safety: Ted said there were no safety issues to report. He will talk to Raz Alexe about setting up testing 

on electrical equipment. C. Bratina said there must be adequate safety equipment as well. He cited an arc 

flash survey. Ted will have someone come and check. He explained the problem with the nitrate return 

pump ground faulting out and thought it may be due to Eversource working on the transformer switch, but 

it was internal. Two brown outs were connected to transformer issue.  

 

8. Commissioner’s Requests: D. Geiger asked about the Mockingbird, and Ted said they had a grease trap 

installed. 

 

9. Public Works / Treatment Plant Report 

 

a) Easements: Ted indicated D. Wilson may have a couple easements signed. 

 

b) Operational  

Ted reported permit compliance has been maintained, except for two effluent non-compliance events 

on 6/4/18 related to the rain event and on 6/14/18 by exceeding the daily maximum for E.coli. Routine 

operations and maintenance work continues. The average daily flow for June was 360,000 gallons, and 

the total flow was 10.785 MG. They removed 45,500 gallons of sludge. BOD removal was 99% and 

TSS was 97%. C. Bratina said we need to get the smoke testing done and asked about extra staff. Ted 

said they should be able to get it done, and C. Bratina asked for a plan. The average total nitrogen 

lbs./day was 2.8 mg/L, or 10.3 lbs./day. The daily average total phosphorous discharged into the 

Bantam River was 0.9 mg/L or 3.2 lbs./day, exceptional. 

 

Incidents acted on include: 

 

 On 6/15/18 a clay pipe on East Street was damage by the tractor mower. The sleeved PVC pipe 

was not compromised. They clay pipe was repaired on 6/20 and 6/21. 

 On 6/26/18 a nitrate return pump ground-faulted out and tripped the 1100 amp GFI on the 

transfer switch. This triggered the plant generator. 

 On 6/27/18 the nitrate return pump that replaced the one that ground-faulted out tripped out 

due to motor temperature. He will have Addison come to inspect the VFD, and it was noted we 

need to get a third pump. 

 On 6/28/18 there was another brief power outage. The compressor on the FHP in the main 

building failed as well, resulting in the loss of air conditioning. 

 On 6/29/18 they zeroed the two flow meters at Torrington Road and Hart Drive with Ray Drew. 

Since they put in the 4210 meter with transducer, they are getting good data. 

 Ted said he took grab samples from Bantam hill in back of Jackie’s Restaurant. He would like 

to take grab samples from Arethusa to study the FOG and from other restaurants. He also said 

it would be in Arethusa’s best interest to have a composite sampler. C. Bratina said they need 

to gather data, issue a notice of violation if they are in non-compliance with the sewer use 

ordinance, and set a time line for them to address it. 

 

c) They processed 138,500 gallons of septage in June, a 7.4% decrease over last June. Year to date is 

a 5.4% decrease over last year.  

 

d) Equipment: No report 
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e) Collection System:  Ted reported they did work on shoring up manholes, working on the 

interceptor line and along the proposed Greenway trail down to the athletic club and on Route 202 

down by Tom Higgins’. 

 

10. Financial Report: Ted said he is focusing on protecting Fund 66 and on not overspending. 

 

11. Adjournment: Motion: D. Geiger moved to adjourn at 8:30 p.m. and J. Koser seconded. All voted aye 

and the motion carried.  

 

 

 

Ann D. Combs, Recording Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 


