
CANAAN FIRE DISTRICT
Minutes of

Special meeting of the Fire District Executive Committee
held September 13th , 2019

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Canaan Fire District, acting as such and as the Water
Pollution Control Authority of the District, was called to order at the Offices of the District, 7 Church Street,
North Canaan, Connecticut at 5:15PM on Friday, September 13th, 2019.

Warden Anthony Nania,  and Committee members Todd Shearer,  Bill  Segalla,  Richie Crane,  George
Johannesen, Bob Riva, Mario DiGiacomo, Dave Simonds and Geoff Drury were present constituting a quorum
of the Executive Committee.  A Waiver of Notice of the meeting signed by the Warden and all members of the
Executive Committee is attached to these minutes.

Warden Nania called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.

The meeting was opened by Warden Nania bringing up a sewer issue related to Great Falls Brewing at
the Depot.  In mid-August, and large discharge of material entered the District Water Treatment plant, and shut
down the treatment process.  Recovery from this took 4 days.  On the 1st week of September, there was a second
incident with the same outcome and recovery.  Warden Nania and Superintendent Bill Minacci met with Mr.
Chris Tripler to advise him of the situation.  While the exact mechanism for the failure is difficult to determine,
the output from the brewery was too high in BOD, which killed the treatment process.  Warden Nania provided a
cease and desist order to the brewery until discussions with the state could occur.  There are a couple of solutions
which could remedy the situation, including pre-treatment of their discharge and dilution, or store their own
sludge onsite, filter, and remove sludge themselves.  This is an ongoing situation, and Warden Nania will advise
the Executive Committee accordingly.

Warden Nania then moved on to a final description of the BD and Specialty Minerals situation.  This has
been a long, confusing situation which took months to finally determine the background.  The Fire District has
used the firm Robinson & Cole to help dig through all of the details.

At issue is the waiver requested and originally granted to BD and Specialty Minerals for taxable capital
equipment.  It is the position of the Fire District that this waiver should not have been granted.  The history of
this issue is that in 1990, manufacturers lobbied the state of CT for tax exemptions for capital equipment.  This
applied primarily to towns, and North Canaan granted the exemption accordingly.  The Fire District did not
allow this exemption due to their reading of the law.  The legislature at that time put together a package of
reimbursement for municipalities to make up for the lost revenue, but after 3 years this reimbursement expired.
The Fire District continue to tax BD and Specialty Minerals, and those bills were paid.

Three years ago, and outside firmware was hired by BD and Specialty Minerals to find any monetary
discrepancies in taxes, and identified this situation.  They considered the Fire District a municipality, and the
exemption should have been allowed.  The Fire District disagrees with this assertion, and will be sending a tax
bill to BD and Specialty Minerals accordingly.

Next, Warden Nania provided further information the Route 7 railroad crossing.  The state indicated no
further changes to plans, and was going out to bid immediately.  Warden Nania took the most recent plans for the
crossing, modified with our requested changes and sent back.  He has demanded a face to face meeting with the
State to discuss.

Regarding the sidewalk grant, the District is still expecting the $399,000 award.  The Fire District is
waiting for a project manager to be assigned to help move this forward.  Ann Bergeron from the State contacted
Warden Nania  with some paperwork to be filled out,  which was completed by Mr. Nania.  The paperwork
included many questions pertaining to wetlands, diversity, archeoloty, etc.  The paperwork is expected to be



completed next week, with bidding of the project to begin in the sprint of 2020.

Warden Nania moved on to a discussion of the street light project.  As has been previously discussed,
this project was scaled back significantly due to the BD and Specialty Minerals situation.  The District will
continue moving forward with replacing dead lightbulbs at this time, but the rest of the project is on hold.

Next, an interesting discussion on moving the District offices to an actual office was brought up.  An
opportunity to have an office in the Depot has come up, but there would be costs involved.  The committee
agreed that this should be postponed until the BD and Specialty Minerals situation has been resolved.

Moving on to invoices, Warden Nania indicated that the District had to hire a tree expert for some work
at the Dougboy.  Two trees could be damaged there by excavation, so an expert was brought in to assess at a
charge of $180.00.  Some of this work involved Mr. Johannesen, not present at this meeting.  His invoices will
be delayed until he is present.

A discussion of pro-bono work for the District was brought up, related to all of the hours dedicated to the
streetlight project by Mr. Drury, Mr. Johannese, Mr. Nania, Mr. Christian Allyn and Mr. Tom Zettersrom.  These
hours are not billable to the District, but could be considered as tax deductions.  Mr. Nania will report on this.

As a last order of business, there were two invoices to be voted on by the committee at this meeting.

An invoice was submitted by DLS Traffic Engineering LLC for the total of $2400.00.  This was for
engineering work for the redesign of the circle in front of the Depot.  Upon motion duly made by Mr. Drury,
seconded by Mr. Riva and carried unanimously, payment of the invoice was approved.

A second invoice was submitted by Mr. Nania for professional services provided for the sidewalk grant
application.  The total of this invoice was $2185.16.  Upon motion made by Mr. Shearer,  seconded by Mr.
Simonds and carried unanimously, payment of the invoice was approved.  Mr. Drury and Mr. Nania abstained
from this vote.

There being no further business before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 6:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________
Todd Shearer


