
CANAAN FIRE DISTRICT

Minutes of
Annual District Meeting
held March 26th , 2019

The Annual Meeting of the Canaan Fire District was held at the North Canaan Town Hall on March 26 th ,
2019, at 7:03 o’clock P.M. (E.S.T.).

The meeting was called to order by Warden Anthony J. Nania, who acted as Moderator. 

The Moderator read the call of the meeting and reported that a copy thereof, signed by the Warden, had been
posted on the District bulletin board on February 21st , 2019, and that a copy thereof had been published in the
Torrington Register-Citizen, a newspaper published in Torrington, Connecticut and having a general circulation in
the District, as well as the Lakeville Journal in their issue of February 22nd , 2018.

The  Moderator  stated that  in  accordance  with Section  7-6  of  the  General  Statutes  of  Connecticut,  as
amended, only an elector of the District or a citizen of the United States of the age of eighteen years or more who,
jointly or severally, was liable to the District for taxes assessed against him based on an assessment of not less than
$1,000 on the last completed grand list of the District or who would have been so liable if not entitled to an
exemption as a blind person or as a veteran or as a parent or surviving spouse of a veteran, would be entitled to vote
at the meeting. The Moderator announced that 15 duly qualified voters of the Fire District were present, and that
such number constituted a quorum for the transaction of business in accordance with the applicable State statutes.

Warden Nania began the meeting by stating that this was the 114th Annual Meeting of the Canaan Fire
District.  He then proceeded to a review of the Agenda for the evening, and proceeded with the first item.

Regarding the agenda item for legal depository for the District, upon motion duly made by Mr. Drury,
seconded by Mr. Ghi and unanimously carried, Salisbury Bank and Trust Company, along with Peoples Bank, were
named as legal depository of District funds for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020.

Regarding the agenda item for auditor for the District, upon motion duly made by Mr. Drury, seconded by
Mr. Johannesen and unanimously carried,  Sinnamon & Associates,  LLC was named as  auditor  to  inspect  the
accounts of the Canaan Fire District for such fiscal year.

Warden Nania indicated there were three seats  open on the Executive Committee  of  the Canaan Fire
District.  Mr. Shearer read to those in attendance the names of the candidates who had submitted their names with
the proper 10 day notification period.  Upon motion duly made by Mr. Johannesen, seconded by Mr. Beaujon and
unanimously carried,  the  following individuals  were  elected  to  the  Executive  Committee,  to  serve  until  their
successors have been duly elected and have qualified:

Executive Committee     Anthony J. Nania

Executive Committee Richard Crane Jr.

Executive Committee Todd Shearer

Warden Nania next announced the open officer positions on the Executive Committee of the Canaan Fire
District; Warden, Treasurer and Clerk.  Mr. Shearer read to those in attendance the names of the candidates who had
submitted their names with the proper 10 day notification period.  Upon motion duly made by Mr. Ghi, seconded by
Mr. Drury and unanimously carried, the following individuals were elected as officers of the Executive Committee,
to serve until their successors have been duly elected and have qualified:



Warden Anthony J. Nania

Treasurer Richard Crane Jr.

Clerk Todd Shearer

The next item of business to ratify a reimbursement to Lawrence Hutzler.   Mr. Hutzler had been over
charged by the District for sewer usage by the amount of $145.53.  Upon motion duly made by Mr. Ghi, seconded by
Mr. Segalla and unanimously carried, the Fire District is has ratified payment of said reimbursement.

Moving on, Warden Nania gave a summary of the potential new sewer connection on Grainger Lane by Mr.
Wolfe.  The Wolfe property is currently not connected to the sewer, nor is it part of the official Canaan Fire District.
Mr. Wolfe would like to join the District,  but there are some zoning and statute difficulties which need to be
addressed.  According to CFD statutes, the District cannot connect to a new user that does not directly abut the
District limits.  The property directly abuts wetlands and State property, but not another District connection.  Warden
Nania had a few ideas for how to move forward.  The property across the street from Mr. Wolfe may have the
potential for hooking up to the District, which could then be used to also connect to Mr. Wolfe.  Warden Nania
suggested Mr. Wolfe speak with the owners of the property across the street to see if an agreement could be made.  If
so, the E/C would again take up the discussion of connecting Mr. Wolfe to the Canaan Fire District.

Warden Nania then move in to a discussion of a meeting he had with the State Highway Department
regarding the Route 7 railroad crossing in the center of town.  This is scheduled to be fixed in 2020, and the Canaan
Fire District will be involved due to the location of sidewalks.  Warden Nania reviewed the state plans for this new
crossing, and had a number of issues with the design.  Issues included a single turn lane Eastbound which would
lock up traffic, a tight turn radius going North for semi- trucks, a narrow entry into the Depot, and the potential
removal of a number of trees.  While at first the state was hesitant to change plans, Warden Nania was able to get
them back for a second meeting and resolve the above issues.  Bidding for this project is scheduled in August of
2019, with construction beginning in the Spring of 2020.

Continuing on the discussion of sidewalks, Warden Nania review a grant that the District had applied for in
2018.  This grant was for $400,000 to be used on sidewalk repair and expansion to Stop and Shop, as well as South
to Geer Village.  The 2018 grant application was not approved, but Warden Nania submitted again in 2019 and was
approved.  The Fire District will  be receiving this grant for $400,000 for the repair and expansion of District
sidewalks.

The final topic of the evening was a brief update on the sewer ordinance.  Warden Nania reminisced that he
had written the original District sewer ordinance 37 years ago.  The District has changed significantly in that time,
and there are many items to be added to the updated sewer ordinance.  Warden Nania and Mr. Drury have spent
many hours on this new ordinance, and expect to be completed soon.  Upon completion, they will submit for review.
Immediately following completion of the sewer ordinance, Warden Nania will begin on the first sidewalk ordinance
of the CFD.

There being no further  business  to  come before  the  meeting,  upon motion duly made by Mr.  Drury,
seconded by Mr. Segalla and unanimously carried, it was voted to adjourn at 7:37 o’clock P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

______________________________
Todd M. Shearer, Clerk


