
CANAAN FIRE DISTRICT
Minutes of

Special meeting of the Fire District Executive Committee
held May 31st, 2019

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Canaan Fire District, acting as such and as the Water
Pollution Control Authority of the District, was called to order at the Offices of the District, 7 Church Street,
North Canaan, Connecticut at 5:15PM on Friday, May 31st , 2019.

Warden Anthony Nania,  and Committee members Todd Shearer,  Bill  Segalla,  Richie Crane,  George
Johannesen, Bob Riva, Mario DiGiacomo and Geoff Drury were present constituting a quorum of the Executive
Committee.   A Waiver  of  Notice  of  the  meeting signed by the Warden and all  members  of  the  Executive
Committee is attached to these minutes.

Warden Nania called the meeting to order at 5:20 PM.

The meeting opened with a discussion with Mr. Jay Wolfe, who is requesting to have his property at
17/23 Grainger Lane be added to the District.  Mr. Nania explained that, after investigation, the assessor has
ruled  that  the  property  does  indeed  abut  the  existing  Fire  District  boundaries.   Mr.  Nania  will  bring  the
discussion to the full budget meeting, but still requested a vote from the Executive Committee to expand the
District to include this property.  Upon motion duly made by Mr Drury, seconded by Mr. Riva and unanimously
approved, it was agreed to add the property of Mr. Wolfe to the District.

Warden Nania then provided an update to the ongoing discussion with BD and Specialty Minerals about
the Grand List in North Canaan, and it's impact on the Fire District.  This has become a legal issue, with BD and
Specialty Minerals arguing that they can claim an exemption for capital equipment, including personal property
and machine tools.  The net result of this is the Grand List of North Canaan will be decreasing significantly,
which impacts the Fire District by decreasing revenues to the District.  This is an ongoing situation, but will
impact the Budget for 2019/2020.

Regarding  the  budget,  Warden  Nania  provided  updates  of  the  2019/2020  proposed  budget  to  be
presented at the upcoming Budget Meeting.  There will be an increase in the sewer user charge due to the BD
and Specialty Minerals situation.  Additional details of the proposed budget will be presented to the Executive
Committee at a special meeting prior to the Budget Meeting.

Warden Nania began a discussion regarding penalties for failure to pay Fire District taxes.  The current
statute within the ordinance is not well equipped to handle this situation legally, so the Warden would like to re-
write this portion of the ordinance for failure to pay.  The penalties will be a multi-step process to encourage the
offending user to settle the matter.

The next topic was the ongoing update of lighting within the District.  Due to the budget issues, the
lighting project will need to be scaled back and phased in gradually.  Phase 1 will update the direct downtown
lighting, with 9 existing lights downtown being replaced along with 11 additional throughout the District.  Phase
2 will take care of an additional 14 existing lights.  Phase 3 will replace the green fixtures in downtown, along
with  additional  fixtures  through the  District.   Phase  4  will  complete  update  of  the  fixtures  throughout  the
District.

Warden Nania then brought up a requested rebate from BD and Specialty Minerals for tax overpayment.
The amounts are $5784.37 and $3540.43 for BD and Specialty Minerals respectively.  Warden Nania asked for a
motion to approve these rebates.  Upon motion duly made by Mr. Drury, seconded by Mr. Riva and carried
unanimously, it was agreed to rebate those companies the specified amount.

The topic of the railroad crossing of Route 7 near the Depot was brought up.  The Warden is having



ongoing discussions with the State about the design of this intersection.  The State has not been very responsive.
Warden Nania's concerns have been noted by the state, and changes may need to come later on via change
orders.

Finally, Warden Nania indicated that we are still awaiting final information on the approved grant for
sidewalk improvements.

The committee then discussed potential dates for the next Executive Committee meeting and adjourned
Budget Meeting.  It was agreed that Tuesday, June 11 th at 6:30PM would be the Executive Committee meeting,
immediately followed at 7:00PM by the District Budget Meeting.

There being no further business before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________
Todd Shearer


