
CANAAN FIRE DISTRICT 

 
Minutes of 

Annual Budget Meeting 

held May 26th , 2020 

 

 The Annual Budget Meeting of the Canaan Fire District was online via Zoom virtual meeting on Tuesday, 

May 26th , 2020, at 6:00 o’clock P.M. (E.S.T.). 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:07PM by Warden Anthony J. Nania, who acted as Moderator.  A 
quorum of the Executive Committee including Warden Nania, Bob Riva, Bill Segalla, George Johannesen, Richard 

Crane Jr., Bill Minacci and Todd Shearer were present. 

 Due to the 2020 Covid pandemic, holding a public meeting within North Canaan Town Hall is prohibited.  
The Canaan Fire District Executive Committee does have the authority pursuant to the governor’s executive 

order to pass this year’s District Budget all on our own.  As such, the 2020 CFD Budget Meeting was held via 

the Zoom online meeting format. 

 The Moderator read the call of the meeting and reported that a copy thereof, signed by the Warden, had been 

posted on the District bulletin board on May 9th , 2020, and that a copy thereof had been published in the Waterville 
Republican American, a newspaper published in Waterville, Connecticut and having a general circulation in the 

District, in their issue of May 9th , 2020. 

 The Moderator stated that in accordance with Section 7-6 of the General Statutes of Connecticut, as 
amended, only an elector of the District or a citizen of the United States of the age of eighteen years or more who, 

jointly or severally, was liable to the District for taxes assessed against him based on an assessment of not less than 

$1,000 on the last completed grand list of the District or who would have been so liable if not entitled to an 
exemption as a blind person or as a veteran or as a parent or surviving spouse of a veteran, would be entitled to vote 

at the meeting. The Moderator announced that 15 duly qualified voters of the Fire District were present, and that 

such number constituted a quorum for the transaction of business in accordance with the applicable State statutes. 

 Warden Nania began the meeting by expanding on the current status of the BD dispute.  As a brief summary, 
BD has filed for an exemption from paying CFD taxes, to be applied recursively to several years of taxes.  BD 

claims they are exempt from these taxes.  Looking through state statutes for their claimed exemption, there is no 

explicit mention made for Fire Districts.  Further, if the District uses the town assessor, we must by law give 
exemptions.  At stake in this dispute is over $250,000 in past taxes.  The District is claiming first that due to statute 

of limitations, many years can no longer be disputed.  For years which do qualify, there is between $105,000 and 

$110,000 in taxes paid.  Warden Nania is pursuing various avenues to avoid re-imbursing these taxes, as the District 

believes the exemptions do not apply to Fire Districts.  He will be pursuing a legislative as well as legal challenge.  

In addition, he has set aside $105,000 of the District budget in case we are liable to repay these taxes. 

 Moving on, Warden Nania began a review of the proposed 2020-2021 budget.  The mil rate for the District 

will increase from 0.0021 up to 0.0022.  However, he will keep the sewer user charge unchanged from 2019-2020. 

 On the CFD expense portion of the budget, Warden Nania brought up a few salient points.  First, he has 

increased the expected professional fees to $35,000 to cover any legal expenses for the BD situation.  However, he is 

removing an expected $83,000 from the street light project to adjust for this. 

 On the Sewer/Water treatment portion of the budget, Warden Nania again budgeted $35,000 for professional 

fees to help with the BD situation.  The Warden also budgeted for a 2% increase in District salaries.  The estimated 

expenditures for Plant Maintenance are down to help with the BD situation, and will instead push out to 2021. 



 In summary, many of the changes to the budget were made to help with the BD situation, and help the 

District in case we needed to refund $110,000.  The budget is balanced, but the District had to reduce it’s overall 

surplus to only $11,000. 

 Warden Nania remarked that every budget since 1902 has been passed by voters.  While this would be a 

noble trend to continue, due to the 2020 global Covid pandemic, it is not possible.  We have been given authority by 

the Governor of the State of CT to pass the CFD budget via the Executive Committee. 

 There being no further questions or comments regarding the budget, upon motion duly made by Mr. Riva, 

seconded by Mr. Simonds and carried unanimously, the 2020-2021 budget for the Canaan Fire District was 

approved. 

 There being no further business to come before the meeting, upon motion duly made by Mr. Simonds, 

seconded by Mr. Segalla and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 6:35 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

        

         ______________________________ 
         Todd M. Shearer, Clerk 

 


