
CANAAN FIRE DISTRICT 

 
Minutes of 

Annual District Meeting 

held March 3rd , 2020 

 

 The Annual Meeting of the Canaan Fire District was held at the North Canaan Town Hall on March 3rd, 

2020, at 7:00 o’clock P.M. (E.S.T.). 

 The meeting was called to order by Warden Anthony J. Nania, who acted as Moderator.  

 The Moderator read the call of the meeting and reported that a copy thereof, signed by the Warden, had been 

posted on the District bulletin board on February 20th, 2020, and that a copy thereof had been published in the 

Torrington Register-Citizen, a newspaper published in Torrington, Connecticut and having a general circulation in 

the District, as well as the Lakeville Journal in their issue of February 20th , 2020. 

 The Moderator stated that in accordance with Section 7-6 of the General Statutes of Connecticut, as 

amended, only an elector of the District or a citizen of the United States of the age of eighteen years or more who, 

jointly or severally, was liable to the District for taxes assessed against him based on an assessment of not less than 
$1,000 on the last completed grand list of the District or who would have been so liable if not entitled to an 

exemption as a blind person or as a veteran or as a parent or surviving spouse of a veteran, would be entitled to vote 

at the meeting. The Moderator announced that 15 duly qualified voters of the Fire District were present, and that 

such number constituted a quorum for the transaction of business in accordance with the applicable State statutes. 

 Warden Nania began the meeting by stating that the Canaan Fire District was originally founded in 1902, 

with this being the 118th Annual Meeting.  He then proceeded to a review of the Agenda for the evening, and 

proceeded with the first item. 

 Regarding the agenda item for legal depository for the District, upon motion duly made by Mr. Ned Gow, 

seconded by Mr. Johannesen and unanimously carried, Salisbury Bank and Trust Company, along with Peoples 

Bank, were named as legal depository of District funds for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020 and ending June 

30, 2021. 

 Regarding the agenda item for auditor for the District, upon motion duly made by Mr. Bob Riva, seconded 

by Mr. Ned Gow and unanimously carried, Sinnamon & Associates, LLC was named as auditor to inspect the 

accounts of the Canaan Fire District for such fiscal year. 

 Warden Nania indicated there were three seats open on the Executive Committee of the Canaan Fire District.  

Mr. Shearer read to those in attendance the names of the candidates who had submitted their names with the proper 
10 day notification period.  Upon motion duly made by Mr. Johannesen, seconded by Mrs. Lynn Martin and 

unanimously carried, the following individuals were elected to the Executive Committee, to serve until their 

successors have been duly elected and have qualified: 

  Executive Committee      William Segalla 

Executive Committee Mario DiGiacomo 

Executive Committee Bob Riva 

 
 The next item of business was to fill an open seat due to the resignation of Mr Geoff Drury from his seat on 

the Executive Committee.  Mr. Bill Minacci was put up for nomination by the Executive Committee, represented by 



Warden Tony Nania.  Upon motion duly made by Mr. Matt Devino, seconded by Mr. Ned Gow and unanimously 

carried, Mr. Minacci was confirmed to the Executive Committee of the Canaan Fire District. 
 

 Warden Nania then began a description and discussion of the recent dispute with local manufacturer Becton 

Dickinson regarding their claiming exempt status for Fire District taxes.  The Fire District has appealed their claim, 
and this is currently in discussion with BD.  At stake is roughly $113,000 worth of taxes paid by BD that they are  

trying to claim should be re-imbursed.  This is an on-going situation with BD, and Warden Nania will keep the 

Executive Committee informed of the progress. 

 
 Next, Warden Nania gave a summary of his progress on the new Fire District Ordinances.  This is a long 

term project, but is necessary to re-write the District ordinance to account for new situations.  An example is how the 

District can work with a Brewery in town which utilizes the District for their waste water treatment.  Warden Nania 
expects the new Ordinance to be available for the Budget meeting. 

 

 A $400,000 grant for sidewalks between Stop&Shop and Geer village was the next topic of conversation.  

This grant has been approved, so this is a funded project.  Warden Nania expects bidding to begin in the Summer. 
 

 The final topic was a brief discussion of State project #1999, which is the Railroad Crossing on Route 7 in 

front of the train station.  Bidding for this project was delayed, so he expects this project to begin in the Fall. 
 

 Warden Nania then opened the meeting up to questions from the voters in attendance.  Ms.Bunny Maguire 

made a comment that the sidewalk on Railroad street is becoming dangerous, for pedestrians.  The exact location is 
close to the theater.  Warden Nania instructed plant superintendent Minacci to review and report back to the 

committee.  The next comment was from Mr. Christian Allyn regarding the beautification committee.  He would like 

to work with the District to address weeds and grass growing around telephone poles and sidewalks in town.  He will 

work with Warden Nania on this proposal. 
 

 There being no further business to come before the meeting, upon motion duly made by Mr. Gow,  seconded 

by Ms. Maguire and unanimously carried, it was voted to adjourn at 7:16 o’clock P.M. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

        
       ______________________________ 

       Todd M. Shearer, Clerk 
 


