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MINUTES 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 7:00 PM by First 
Selectman Daniel Syme. Board members present were Clare D’Appollonio and Rod Perry.  
Also present were members of the public, Bill D’Appollonio—public works foreman, and 
Jennifer Nelson—administrative assistant. 
 
II.  Additions to Agenda:  None 
III. Audience for Citizens:  None 
IV. Approval of Minutes:  Rod Perry moved to approve the minutes of April 24, 
2019.  Clare D’Appollonio seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 
 
Rod Perry moved to approve the minutes of April 25, 2019.  Clare D’Appollonio 
seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 
 
Clare D’Appollonio moved to approve the minutes of the May 1, 2019 Public 
Hearing.  Rod Perry seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 
 
Clare D’Appollonio moved to approve the minutes of May 2, 2019.  Rod Perry 
seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 
 
V.  Old Business:  None 
VI. New Business: 

a) 5-year Capital Improvement Plan:  Mr. D’Appollonio informed the board the 
company that performed mulch seal was withdrawing from business, so any 
roads with mulch seal plans needed to be changed to chip seal.  DPW added 
their projects for 2023/24 to complete the 5-year plan and move 2018/19 
projects off.  First Selectman Syme noted the Brooklyn Turnpike project for 
2020/21 was a collector road, and may be eligible for additional funding.  
Additional road projects added to 2023/24 were reclaim Kemp Rd—west to 
Windham line from Pinch St and the chip seal Gager Hill Rd.  Rod Perry moved 
to present the updated 5-year capital improvement plan at the annual town 
meeting.  Clare D’Appollonio seconded the motion, and it passed 
unanimously.   
 
b) Review of Ordinance Proposals: 
The ordinances to be presented at the annual town meeting relate to tax 
collection.  Town attorney Matt Willis has provided the selectmen with proposed 
language to present.  Selectmen questioned the collection expenses associated 
with the proposed ordinance to waive taxes of less than $25, and noted Scotland 
needs to collect as much revenue as possible.  The first selectman noted the 
Assessor will be able to attend the town meeting. 



 
VII. First Selectman’s Report:  First Selectman Syme shared the following: 

 He has been busy attending CCM and COST meetings to learn as much as 
possible about state intentions regarding the budget, but there is no clear idea 
yet of what will be passed.  It appears municipal aid remains intact, but education 
funding has become a hot topic of discussion, including the inclusion of TRS 
obligations to towns.  He is encouraged the STEAP program will again be funded, 
but there is no sure sign yet what the state budget will provide.  The Regional 
District 11 referendum failed, so it is up to that board to determine what will be 
presented to the towns at the next referendum which will not occur until after 
Scotland’s annual town meeting, so the impact to Scotland will not be known 
from that budget either; 

 
 DPW will start work on the Khourie Road culvert replacement this week.  First 

Selectman Syme will meet with Inlands Wetlands officer John Valente on 
Saturday to review the project, but anticipates no added input; 

 
 First Selectman Syme provided the staff at the transfer station with a receipt 

book since they had run out.  Hampton is comfortable with the collections 
process there and has proposed tying stickers to payment of taxes; 

 
 First Selectman Syme and the assessor discussed the update necessary to her 

system, and told him he could remove the replacement cost from her 19-20 
budget request since the system upgrade wouldn’t commence until the 20-21 
fiscal year.  Rod Perry moved to remove $7250 from the assessor budget 
proposal.  Clare D’Appollonio seconded the motion, and it passed 
unanimously; 

 
 The SVFD responded to 24 calls:  12 EMS, 4 fire calls, 3 mutual aid, and 5 service 

calls. 
 

Second Audience for Citizens:  Joe Savino asked about the tech park in Putnam, and if 
Scotland would realize any benefit from the gravel removal.  First Selectman Syme 
responded that contractually, the gravel will be given to Wheelabrator.  The town 
manager of Putnam is moving to Killingly, and a new town manager will be responsible 
for keeping to technology park project on track.  First Selectman Syme hopes a meeting 
will be held soon to discuss any current activity at the park.   
 
Zayne Ring sought additional clarification regarding the tax collection ordinances being 
presented at the annual town meeting, thought $25 was too high a threshold for the 
waiver, and encouraged the First Selectman to seek additional information before then.  
After a brief discussion, Clare D’Appollonio moved to lower the tax waiver threshold 
to $5 from $25.  Rod Perry seconded the motion, and passed unanimously. 
 
Clare D’Appollonio moved to adjourn at 7:50 PM.  Rod Perry seconded the motion, 
and it passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jennifer Nelson, Administrative Assistant 


