Board of Selectmen
Regular Meeting
October 5, 2020

Item 1.  Call to Order.
Meeting called to order at 7:15 p.m. by Mayor Perez, due to technical difficulties it was a little late. 

Attendance:  Sel. Arcelaschi,  Sel. Bouchard, Sel. Bourque, Sel. Groppo, Sel. Perez, Sel. Sedlack.   Sel. Bird attended by phone. Town Manager, Bob Geiger, Financial Director, Bruce Stratford.

Item 2.  Pledge of Allegiance 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Item 3.  Agenda Review  None

Item 4.  Approval of Minutes 
A).  Minutes of Regular Meeting on September 21, 2020.
Motion by Sel. Bouchard, seconded by Sel. Arcelaschi
	To approve the minutes of Regular Meeting on September 21,  2020.
	UNANIMOUS

Item 5.  Town Manager’s Report
The Town Manager presented his report to the Board regarding all meetings held during the weeks of September 7th. through September 20th.  along with next weeks meetings and long-term meetings.

Item.  Citizen’s Comment   John Wiarda 
 
 Item 7.  Correspondence   NONE

Item 8 Boards & Commissions.   
Motion by Sel. Sedlack, seconded by Sel. Bourque
To appoint David Carter (R) to the Zoning Board of Appeals as an Alternate term to expire  October/2025.
UNANIMOUS
Motion by Sel. Sedlack, seconded by Sel. Bouchard.
To re-appoint John Herman (U) to the Board of Assessment Appeals with a term to expire October/ 2023.
UNANIMOUS
Motion by Sel. Sedlack, seconded by Sel. Bourque
To re-appoint Jackie Mulvey (D) to the Board of Assessment Appeals term to expire October/2023.
UNANIMOUS
Motion by Sel. Sedlack, seconded by Sel. Groppo
To re-appoint Willard Platt (U) to the Planning & Zoning Commission term to expire October/ 2025.
UNANIMOUS

Motion by Sel. Sedlack, seconded by Sel. Bourque
To re-appoint Craig Sanden (R) to the Planning & Zoning Commission term to expire October/ 2025.
UNANIMOUS

Item 9.  Unfinished Business
A).  20-043b.  Request for Donations of Town-Owned Land to Winchester Land Trust.
Motion by Sel. Sedlack, seconded by Sel. Arcelaschi
I move that the Board of Selectmen schedule a Special Meeting November 16, 2020 to act on the proposal. 
UNANIMOUS

Sel. Sedlack recused himself at 7:40 p.m.

B).  20-044a  Send Our Draft Request of the State Legislature Proposed                                    
Amendment in State Law for the Section on Tuition for Towns in which no High School is Maintained to our Town Attorney for Review and Draft of a Letter Requestion such Change.
Sel. Perez asked any comments be directed to her.  

Sel. Sedlack entered the room at 7:58 p.m.

C).  20-46a  Resolution No. 20-06 Tree Removal for the Department

Motion by Sel. Bouchard, seconded by Sel. Groppo
I move that the Board of Selectmen adopt  proposed Resolution No. 20-06.	
	UNANIMOUS

				                  
WHEREAS, the Public Works Director has notified the Town Manager in a memo dated August 31, 2020 that the number of hazardous trees and potentially hazardous trees has increased in the last 6 months due to various reasons, including the invasive Emerald Ash Borer, such that the FY21 budget for removing such trees ($50,000 in account 1-311-831-0000-0000) is inadequate to mitigate the risk of these hazardous trees. Further, the Public Works Director has requested an additional $200,000 be made available to remove hazardous and potentially hazardous trees before the winter season.

WHEREAS, the Isaias storm in August caused substantial tree and property damage to the Town and revealed many dead and dying trees that could cause significant property damage in future severe weather events.

WHEREAS, Section 916 of the Town Charter provides for additional appropriations over and above the total budget upon recommendation of the Town Manager and certification from the Director of Finance that there is available an unappropriated and unencumbered general fund cash balance to meet such appropriation.

WHEREAS, the Director of Finance certifies that, as of September 18, 2020 the unassigned general fund cash balance has $200,000 available to meet the request of the Director of Public Works.  The Town Manager is recommending the Board of Selectmen approve making such an appropriation.

THEREFORE, be it resolved, that an additional FY21 appropriation be made from the General Fund cash balance in the amount of $200,000 to supplement the existing $50,000 appropriation in account 1-311-831-0000-0000 to create a Vegetation Management account in the Public Works Department to address the hazardous tree risk noted in the Public Works Director’s memo.


Item 10.  New Business
A).  20-024  Refunds as Recommended by the Collector of Revenue 
							  (Town Manager Geiger
Motion by Sel. Arcelaschi,  seconded by Sel. Bourque
	I move that the Board of Selectmen authorize the refunds
recommend by the Collector of Revenue, Halaree Monnerat , in the amount of $2,597.10
UNANIMOUS

B).  20-049  Proposed Memorandum of Understanding with the DESPP 
            for Connectivity (Town Manager Geiger.
Motion by Sel. Bourque,  seconded by Sel. Arcelaschi
I move that the Board of Selectmen allow the Town Manager, Bob Geiger, to sign the proposed MOU.
UNANIMOUS

11.  Executive Session regarding Contract with First Sterling
Motion by Sel. Bouchard seconded by Sel. Groppo
To enter into Executive Session at 8:10 p.m. along with the Town Manager, Bob Geiger, Attorney Jim Stedronski, Town Financial Director, and Bruce Stratford to discuss the contract with First Sterling.

Meeting reconvened at 9:20 p.m.
     
   Discussion/Possible Action regarding Executive Session
Motion by Sel. Perez, seconded by Sel.  Groppo
That the Board of Selectmen encourages the Winsted Housing Authority  and the Winchester Development Corporation to work toward an agreement by merging Winchester Development Corporation to be under the control of the Board of Directors of the Winchester Housing Authority for the benefit of the community. 

Item 12 Citizen’s Comments  NONE

Item 13.  Selectmen’s Comments
Sel. Bouchard reminded the Board of upcoming community events including COVID testing at 10 Center Street on October 9th. and on October 10th Farm to Family, Hazard Waste Day, and a Craft Fair at East End Park.   

Item 4.  Adjournment
Motion by Sel. Sedlack, seconded by Sel. Bouchard
	To adjourn the meeting at 9:26 p.m.
	UNANIMOUS

					ATTEST:
					
						Sheila S. Sedlack, CCMC, CMC
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