
Town of Winchester - City of Winsted
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
Tuesday, August 2, 2022, 7:00 PM
The Blue Room
COMMISSIONERS
Dewees Yeager, Chairman
Dennis Dressel, Vice Chair
Jessica Tessman, Secretary
Gary Giordano, Treasurer
Alan Colavecchio, Commissioner
Kevin O’Connell, Commissioner
Jill Fourie, Commissioner
David Sartirana, Alternate 
Shayne Dechamps, Alternate 
Joseph Santoro, Alternate
Joshua Kelly, Town Manager
Linda Groppo, BOS Liaison
Ted Shafer, Director of Economic Development

1. Call to Order and Roll Call - Called to order at 7:00 pm by Dewees Yeager. At the meeting was Dewees Yeager, Dennis Dressel, Jessica Tessman, Jill Fourie, Gary Giordano, Shayne Dechamps and guests Ted Shafer, Linda Groppo, John Wiarda and Evan Blass. 

2. Agenda Review – Motion to approve agenda by, Dennis Dressel, seconded by Gary Giordano. Voted 5-0-1.

3. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings: July 19, 2022. Motion to approve the minutes of the July 19th meeting by Dennis Dressel, seconded by Gary Giordano. Voted 5-0-1.
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4. Treasurers Report
a. The EDC has a remaining balance of $8,700.

5. New Business 
What’s Happening in Town? 
a) New Businesses in Town Updates: 
· Gianni’s Deli, at 175 Main Street is coming soon!
· The River Eatery, located at 8 South Main St is hiring for employees. A Ribbon Cutting will be scheduled once they are established. 
· Rooted Market has officially announced that they will be moving their space to 406 Main Street.
· The former location of the Winning Ticket is being renovated; JD’s Café.
· Cura di sé Nutrition has officially opened on 60 Main Street. They offer healthy drinks and yoga classes. The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony will be held this Thursday at 5:00 PM. Linda and Gary confirmed attendance. 
· 2nd Home has new hours and is open for lunch.

b) Ted is in the process of rescheduling the meeting with Carl Rosa from CT Main Street.

c) Welcome to Winsted Sign: Alan contacted the Rotary Club. They have funds available to assist.

d) Ted provided updates on the UCONN Brownfield project and explained the sustainable CT program, which aims to raise the quality of life in town. A summer Intern was assigned to the Town of Winchester; he will be visiting the Town tomorrow (8/3).

e) Job Fair in the Park: The EDC will be collaborating with Pamela LaRosa, the Chamber, and other key community partners to host a Job fair with a potential date of September 15th with the time range of 10-1pm or 11-2pm. This concept originated from the Manufacturer Breakfast Meetings. Event logistics and location are still being worked out. Alan volunteered to assist with Marketing and to create a flyer. The next ZOOM meeting is scheduled for this week.

f) The New Business Startup Applications are being evaluated. Kevin and Dewees serve on the committee.  

6. Communications – None reported.
7. Old Business: 

a) The DECD is offering further small business financing. Ted has an informational sheet to distribute to commissioners to assist small businesses with this subject.

b) The EDC suggested that it would be helpful to have an informational sheet on Grants available.

c) Committee Planning for the next Business Event conversation led by Dennis and Gary: 

· The Breakfast Event will be taking place sometime in mid-September through November.
· The search for a keynote speaker continues. Suggestions: Basketball Players, Authors? Guy Gilchrist (suggestion provided by Evan).
· Location suggestions: Gia’s Catering/Whiting Mills/Tort Museum.
· The EDC will be utilizing Constant Contact for this event.

d) Update on Business Marketing Campaign: Tabled. 

e) Business Visitations: Jill visited New Day Therapeutic & Jessica’s Barbershop.
	
f) EDC Social Media: Dewees visited D’Angelo Building Company, located at 100 Whiting St #300. Kevin will submit the spotlight on Facebook. New spotlight suggestion: Noujaims (led by Kevin and Gary).

g) Website Development: There is no time table currently – development is still underway. 

h) The EDC discussed Electric Vehicle Charging Stations.

8. Adjournment – 8:14 pm motion by Dennis Dressel, seconded by Gary Giordano. Voted 6-0.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jessica Tessman
