
Town of Winchester - City of Winsted
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
Tuesday, May 17, 2022, 7:00 PM
Lee Anne LaClaire (The Blue Room)
COMMISSION
Dewees Yeager, Chairman
Dennis Dressel, Vice Chairman
Jessica Tessman, Secretary
Gary Giordano, Treasurer
Alan Colavecchio
Jill Fourie
Kevin O’Connell
Jim Welton, Alternate
David Sartirana, Alternate 
Shayne Deschamps, Alternate 
Joshua Kelly, Town Manager
Jack Bourque, BOS Liaison
Linda Groppo, BOS Liaison
Ted Shafer, Director of Economic Development

1. Call to Order and Roll Call - Called to order at 7:04 pm by Dewees Yeager. At the meeting was Dennis Dressel, Jessica Tessman, Dewees Yeager, Gary Giordano, Shayne Deschamps, David Sartirana, and guests Linda Groppo and Joseph Santoro. 

2. Agenda Review –. Motion to approve agenda by, David Sartirana, seconded by Dennis Dressel. Voted 6-0.

3. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: May 3, 2022. Motion to approve current minutes by Gary Giordano as written, seconded by David Sartirana. Voted 6-0.

4. New Business

a) WEDC Planning for the Coming Year / Planning for the next Business Event: All commissioners should come to the next WEDC meeting with three action item ideas for the year. Dennis and Gary will work together on planning for the next Business event. 

What’s Happening in Town?

a) The Town of Winchester Housing Affordability Plan Community Feedback Forum will be held on Tuesday, May 31 at noon via Zoom or 7:00pm at Town Hall.

b) A new business is coming to 60 Main Street. Stay tuned!

c) The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Solar Energy Farm at Platt Hill Road was held on Friday, May 6th from 11:00 am – 12:30 pm. 

d) The Town is organizing a “Slow down, enjoy our Town” initiative for this upcoming summer. DOT has informed Winsted that there needs to be a study. 

5. Communications

a) Northwestern’s Entrepreneurial Center has several new Small Business Seminars coming up. Dewees will forward the information to be posted to our Facebook page.

6. Old Business: 

a) Update on Business Marketing Campaign – Alan and Ted are leading a one-hour think tank on Thursday, May 26 at the Beardsley Library. 

b) The Winchester 250 Celebrations are beginning! The WEDC is invited to have a booth at Rowley Field on Sunday, June 5th. The event will be held from 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Jess will inquire if Town businesses can donate a certificate for our booth. 

c) Business Visitations / Mastersheet/ EDC Social Media: Kevin did a fantastic job on featuring East Coast Lightning Equipment.

d) The next Winchester Manufacturers Breakfast Meeting is scheduled for June 15, 2022, at 7:45 AM. The location is to be determined. 

7. Adjournment – 8:16 pm motion by David Sartirana seconded by Gary Giordano. Voted 6-0.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jessica Tessman

