
OFFICE OF THE FIRE MARSHAL 
 

Steven J. Williams, Fire Marshal 

 

The mission of the Winchester Fire Marshal’s Office is to prevent and/or reduce the incidence 

of fire throughout our community by increasing the awareness of fire safety to our residents 

and businesses.  This is accomplished by ensuring compliance with the Connecticut Fire 

Safety Codes through inspections of all occupancies within the community except for one- 

and two-family dwellings and occupancies used for manufacturing. 

 

The Winchester Fire Marshal’s Office is staffed by a fulltime Fire Marshal. There are four 

Deputy Fire Marshals that can be utilized on a per diem basis to assist the local Fire Marshal 

with investigations. 

 

State statutes require the Fire Marshal and Deputy Fire Marshals to attend 90 hours of in-

service training classes during a repeating three-year cycle to maintain their certifications. 

 

In order to keep current in the field of fire investigation and fire code enforcement the Fire 

Marshal is a member of the following organizations: Connecticut Fire Marshals Association, 

Litchfield County Fire Marshals Association, Connecticut Chapter of the International 

Association of Arson Investigators, National Fire Protection Association. 

 

The Fire Marshal’s Office is responsible to investigate the cause, origin, and circumstances 

of all fires within the Town of Winchester and to issue reports on those investigations. If 

needed Detectives from the Connecticut State Police Division of Fire and Explosion 

Investigation Unit are available to assist with collecting and processing evidence at a fire 

scene and with the use of accelerant K-9’s for cases of suspected arson. The Winchester Fire 

Marshal’s Office works closely with the Winchester Police Department to investigate and 

prosecute all arson cases. 

 

The Winchester Fire Marshal’s Office participates each September in Operation Save a Life. 

This program is sponsored by Kidde Fire Safety, The Home Depot, and The Burn Center at 

Bridgeport Hospital, UIL Holdings, News Channel 8. This is a lifesaving program designed 

to increase public awareness of fire and carbon monoxide (CO) dangers. Through this 

program free smoke alarms are distributed to residents in need, particularly low-income, 

elderly, and other residents at risk in our community. The Fire Marshal’s Office has also 

participated in the American Red Cross Sound the Alarm smoke alarm installation event 

where teams of fire fighters and CERT members went to the homes of residents that signed 

up for a free fire safety inspection and installation of up to 3 free smoke alarms in their 

homes. Residents in need of smoke alarms may contact the Fire Marshal’s Office at 860-379-

8771. 

 

Some of the annual inspections conducted by the Fire Marshal are: 

 

Residential occupancies of three or more dwellings, apartment buildings restaurants, 

theaters, assembly halls, hospitals, nursing homes, board and care facilities, day care 

facilities, schools, nursery schools, doctor and dentist offices, general offices, gas stations, 

convenience stores, shopping centers, grocery stores, department stores, oil, and LP gas 



storage facilities, factories, dry cleaners, carnivals, amusement rides, tents, fireworks 

displays, explosives magazines, and spot checks of job sites that are using explosives. 

 

The Fire Marshal also conducts inspections related to renewals of annual licensing such as 

liquor licenses, day care facilities, residential board and care facilities, and explosive 

magazines.  

 

The Fire Marshal is responsible for issuing permits related to the transportation, storage, 

and use of explosives, installation of permanent propane tanks and piping, heating fuel 

storage tanks, gasoline and diesel fuel storage tanks, and commercial fireworks displays. 

 

In addition to inspections the Fire Marshal reviews all site plans submitted to the Planning 

and Zoning Commission, and all plans submitted as part of the building permit process. Plans 

are reviewed for compliance with the minimum standards set forth in the Connecticut Fire 

Safety Codes, as they relate to new construction, renovations, and change of use in occupancy. 

There is a great deal of coordination with the Building Department in regard to sign offs prior 

to issuance of building permits and certificates of occupancy for building and structures that 

fall under the Fire Marshal’s jurisdiction. 

 

Listed below are the number of inspections, investigations, plan reviews that were completed 

from July 2016 through June 2017. Occupancies are identified as they are listed in the 

Connecticut Fire Safety Code. 

 

Occupancy Type  Total Inspected 

 

Assembly     20   Explosive Magazines   5 

Educational     2   Fireworks Sites   1 

Day Care     3   Carnivals/Festivals   2 

Health Care     0   LP Tanks and lines   45 

Apartments     387   Oil Tank Removals   1 

Residential Board & Care   6   Liquor License Renewals  17 

Mercantile     2   Other License Renewals  8 

Business     8   Summer Camps    2 

Fire Investigations    21   Fire Code Violation Complaints 9 

Construction Inspections   15   Plan Reviews    33 

 

The Winchester Fire Marshal’s Office looks forward to working with all members of the 

community to provide a fire safe environment for all.  

 

 


