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Bridge Street 
Intersection
Redesign



History of
the Bridge
Street 
Intersection



Year:

2017

• In 2017, the Town was awarded $100,000 from CT OPM for:

“Willow Street/Bridge Street Improvement Plan: complete a

planning study and construction plans for pedestrian and

traffic improvements at the intersections of Willow, Bridge,

Depot and Prospect Streets.

• This funding was awarded via the Responsible Growth and

Transit-Oriented Development (RGTOD) Program.

• Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (VHB) was selected as the

consultant firm for the plan.



Year:

2019

Study Excerpts
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2019

Study Excerpts



Year:

2019

Study Excerpts



Year:

2022

• Considering the findings of the VHB study, then-Town

Manager Josh Kelly submitted the Winsted Transformation

Experience Project funding application to the State’s

Communities Challenge Grant Program.

• The Bridge Street Intersection redesign was accepted by the

state as one of five subprojects.

• $829,604 was awarded by CT DECD to reconstruct the

intersection.

• No match is required by the Town for this funding.



Year:

2024
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Problems with
the Bridge
Street 
Intersection



Intersection Problems

1 Length of 
Intersection

8 Unsafe Parking 
Conditions

2 Steep Slope

9 Data Gaps3 Too Many Driveways

10 Unpredictable 
Driving

4 Poor Pedestrian 
Accessibility

11 Impatient Driver 
Behavior

5 Utility & Drainage 
Issues

12 Vehicle Visibility & 
Technology

6 Weather Issues

7 Potential 
Contamination

These must be addressed.



Why the current design?
• Reduces and narrows length of

intersection.
• Better defines driveway entrances

and lanes.
• Converts de facto left and right

turn lanes into formal lanes.
• Crosswalks serve highest traffic

pedestrian crossings.
• Sidewalks are logical – the have a

clear start and end point.
• Introduces new green space.
• Introduces new snow shelves.
• Development friendly.
• “Holds the driver’s hand” through

the intersection.

Part 1



Why not another design?
• We must carefully consider the

cost of each plan.
• Property acquisition is expensive

and time consuming.
• One to Four properties would have

been to have been acquired.
• Minimalizing maintenance costs

minimalizes the cost burden on
taxpayers.

• Roundabouts/rotaries/traffic
circles feel foreign and don’t work
well on steep hills.

Part 2



The Current
Mockup



The current mockup is not the final look. 

This has been a demonstration in public  
feedback.

The current layout will eventually be 
paved, have new sidewalks, medians, 

grass/show shelves, etc.





Photo Credit and Thanks to NWCT SkyCam



Creates 
designated 
turn lanes



Defined pedestrian 
access



Curb extensions, reducing lane widths



One-way up Bridge Street, 
reducing inbound traffic



Public Comments and Questions

Speakers will be limited to 
three (3) minutes or less and 
may speak only once. Please 
give your name and address.
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Thank you
For Coming!


